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The PREFACE to the Rravre; 


HOEVER thou art that ſhall happen to read the 
two following Diſcourſes, thou wilt plainly ſee that 
my Deſian in publiſhing them is to ſet forth the Glory 
and Dignity of Jeſus of Nazareth, as the true Chriſt, the eternal 
and only begotten Son of God, and 2 Saviour of Men; and to 
direct ſinful Men unto him, as the only all- ſuſficient Saviour, juſt 
ſuch a Saviour as we all want and need. So that my Deſign in 
this matter is entirely levelld at the Advancement of God's Glory, 
and the promoting and furthering of Mens Salvation. I declare 
my ſelf to be a true Lover of «Mankind, and that I bear no Hu- 
tred nor Ill-will to any Man's Perſon, nor do I deſire that Seve- 
rity ſhould be us'd towards any that are fallen into any dange- 
rous Error; for I know that our moſt holy, meek, and gentle Sa- 
viour came not to deſtroy Mens Lives but to ſave them, Luke g. 
56. And it is his Will that his Servants ſhould in « Meekneſs 
inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth, 2 Tim. 
2. 24, 25- And that if it be poſſible they may be reſtor'd in the 
Spirit of e Meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. Tet they may be, and muſt be, 
lovingly told of their Errors, otherwiſe they cannot be inſtrufted, 
they cannot be convinc d of, and brought off from them; and ſome- 

times, and in ſome Caſes they muſt be rebuk'd ſharply, that they 
may be ſound in the Faith, Tit. 1.13. As, for my 7h „ T am now 
a private Man, and have no Authority over any, but to inſtruct 
as many as I can, and to exhort them in Love, to ſuch things as 
are for God's Glory and their own ſpiritual and eternal Good. 
And being an old infirm «Man too, ſeveral Years above ſeventy ; 
and being ſhortly to put off this my Earthly Tabernacle, I cannot 
hope to have much Time or Strength to teach others by Word of 
Mouth; and therefore I have choſen this Way of doing it by 
Writing,. hoping it may be ſome _ uſeful to the Church of 
Chriſt, after I am dead and gn to my Fathers, I have fee; 
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6 (iv) 

wed the Lord many Years, and tho" I have been guilty of much ſin- 
ful Weakneſs and Imperfection, and have often provok'd the moſt 
holy Lord God to have utterly deftroy'd me, (for the Wages of e- 
very Sin is Death, Rom. 6. 23. and who can tell how often he 
bath ſinned ? ) yet I have found Favour with God through the 
Righteouſneſs, and Sacrifice, and Interceſſion, of the bleſſed Me- 
diator Jeſus Chriſt. Hie hath corrected me indeed at certain 
Times, but he hath done it with Judgment and Mercy; he hath 
done me Good thereby, and hath not brought me to nothing. When 
I have been brought very low, he hath mercifully raiſed me up a- 
gain beyond and above my Expect ation : And I muſt declare to the 
Glory of our Lord, that tho I have been but a bad Servant unto him, 
yet he hath always been a good Maſter, a moſt gracious Lord and 
kind Saviour unto me; and therefore I do moſt heartily commend 
him unto others, and from my very Heart adviſe and exhort them 
to receive him into their Hearts by Faith and Love, and to give 
him their whole Hearts, their chiefeſt and choiceſt Affections; and 
that they who throꝰ Grace have done ſo would cleave unto him with 
purpoſe of Heart, and glorify him in their Bodies and Spirits, which 
are his; whoſoever do ſo ſhall never have Cauſe to repent, they 
ſhall never have Reaſon to be aſham'd of their Faith and Hope, 
Rom. 9. 33. and 10.11. The Lord Chriſt as Mediator will cer- 
zainly bring ſuch to God, 1 Pet. 3. 18. and will make them happy 


in the Enjoyment of God's Love and Favour for evermore. He will 


moſt certainly glorify thoſe in Heaven who continue to glorify him 


| on Earth, Rev. 2. 10. 


I the following Diſcourſes I have mention d ſome groſs Errors of 
ſeveral ſorts of Men; and have given Warning of the Danger of 
them (as I thought my ſelf oblig d in Conſcience to do, according to 
the Charge given to Ezekiel, in the 3d Chapter, Ver. 17, 18, 19. 
But I do hereby proteſt that I bear no Hatred nor Tll-will to their 
Perſons, nor have I in the leaſt endeavour d to excite the Civil 
Magiſtrate to uſe Severity towards them, tho” I believe it is the 
Magiſtrate*s Duty to be Cuſtos utriuſque Tabulæ, to be the Kee- 
er of both the Tables of God's Lam, and to take care that the Lord's 
ame bt not openly blaſphem'd. The ſecond Diſcourſe was a Ser- 
mon, with ſome Eularg ements added on the third Head, which the 
Shortneſs of the Time allowed me did not permit me then fully to 
deliver. It was preach'd in North Britain, in a great Aſſembly, 
before the Lord Chancellor and other Judges and chief — 
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(v) 

under the King in the late Reign. The Occaſion of it was this: 
Some were ſaid to have come from London, or from beyond Sea, 
or from bath, and to have brought with them to Edinburgh the 
Plague of blaſphemous Deiſm, and it is moſt certain that ſome of 
the Youth in that City were infected with it; and were ſo raſh and 
bold as openly to publiſh in Company the blaſphemous Opinions which 
they had learn d from their new «Maſters, which were, it ſeems, 
ſo cunning as to give their Diſciples the Premiſes in ſuch ambigu- 
ous Terms as the Law could not reach them; but the Youth un- 
derſtood them, and inferr'd the Conclufion in ſuch plain Words, 
as gave great Scandal, and rais'd an Indignation in the Hearers; 
whereupon the Magiſtrates were inform'd, and two young Men 
were apprehended, impriſon d, try'd, and found guilty of 1 moſt 
horrid Blaſphemy that ever was heard in that Country. One of the 
two made an Excuſe, but humbly confeſs d that it was a great 
Sin for him to have utter d with his Mouth ſuch Words of Blaſs 
phemy againſt the Lord; profeſs'd his hearty Repentance ; promis'd 
never to do the like again, and ſo the Government pardon d him; 
but withal order'd that he ſhould confeſs his Sin, and do publick 
Penance in all the Churches in Edinburgh. And I believe the 
other might have been pardon'd alſo, if he had followed the Ex- 
ample of his Companion; but he continued ſullen and obſtinate, I 
think for ſome Months; and the Party were ſaid to be ſo very 
bold and inſolent, as to come in the Night and call to him by Name 
at his Chamber-Window, in the Priſon, and to tell him he had a 
good Cauſe, and to exhort him to ſtand to it, and ſuffer for it 
bravely. This influenc'd the Government to execute the Law 
ard it was no new Law neither, but a Law that had been former- 
ly enaited in the Time of the Biſhops Government, as I was in- 
form d. I am ſure the Miniſters of the Eſtabliſh'd Church us'd 
him with an affettionate Tenderneſs, and took much Pains with him 
to bring him to Faith and Repentance, and to ſuve his Soul; yea, 
and ſome of the Miniſters to my certain Knowledge, and particular- 
ly the late reverend, learned, prudent, peaceable, and pious 
Mr. George Meldrum, then Miniſter of the Tron Church, 
interceded for him with the Government, and ſollicited for his 
Pardon; and when that could not be obtain'd, he deſired a Re- 
prieve for him, aud ] join'd with him in it; this was the D 
before his Execution. The Chancellor was willing to have granted 
him a Reprieve, but could not do it without the Advice of the 


VI. 
Privy Council and Judges; and to ſhem his Willingneſs be call”d 


| the Council and Judges, wha debated the Matter, and then car- 


ried it 7 Plurality of Votes for his Execution, according to the Sen- 
zence of the Judges, that there might be a Stop put to the ſpread- 
ing of that Contagion of Blaſphemy. But tho the Miniſters could 
not prevail with the Civil Government to pardon him, yet I hope 
they prevail d with God through Chriſt to forgive his great Sin, 
and to ſave his Soul. For, as thoſe who were preſent at his Ex- 
ecution told me, he died very penitent, pouring out his Soul with 
72 Brokenneſs of Heart in Prayer to God in Chriſt, giving 


Glory to Chriſt, whom he bad moſt blaſphemouſly denied, and ta- 


Shame to himſelf, and humbly and earneſtly begging of God 
$9.48 and Pardon for Chriſt”s 7 | 10 e of 

. Whip theſe Things were a doing, and he was in Priſon under 
ths Sentence of Death, I, being call d thereunto, preach'd the fore- 
ſaid Sermon on Mat. 21. 37. whereby it manifeſtly appears, that 
4 did not in the leaſt excite the Government to Severity againſt 
17 700 Man, but only vindicated the Honour, and ſet forth 


the lory and Dignity of our moſt bleſſed Lord, and ſhewed Peo- 
ple how and why they ought to reverence him ;, and after the 
fame manner I dealt with bimſelf privately in Priſon. I endea- 
wour'd firſt to convince his Judgment, and then to bring him 
gradually on to be well affected towards our moſt holy Lord, and I 
thank God, it was not altogether without Succeſs ;, for after the 
firſt iſit I made him, at the Deſire of the late reverend Doctor 
Rule, (for I was but 4 Stranger ſojourning there for a time, be- 
ing deſign'd for St. Andrews, 7 had gone thither, had it not 
been that the Univerſity was ſhut up that Winter, by reaſon 
of a contagious Diſeaſe that was in the Town and Country, and 
alſo that I was in a bad State of Health my ſelf) I ſay, after 
J had made him the firſt Viſit at the Doctor's Deſire, and after 
be had open d his Mind, and propos d his Objections and Diſficul- 
ties ta me (as I deſir d him) and I had anſwer*d him ſo as he made 
0 Reply, he immediately confeſs'd that he had been raſh and fooliſh, 
and was ſorry for what he had ſaid, and deſir'd my Prayers, and 
at his Deſire I immediately went to Prayer with him in the Pri- 
for ;, and after Prayer he thank'd me, and deſir d me ta viſit him 
again, as Dr, Rule”s Son, who was with me, can teſtify. This 
was about a Month before he was executed, and in that Interval 
of time, I viſited him ſeveral Times, and had much Diſcourſe with 


him. 
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(vi) | 
bim. And here ] think fit to acquaint the World, how he was 
caught in this Snare, as I had it in effett from bis own Mouth. 
Firſt, he was tempted to doubt of and deny the Trinity, becauſe of 
ſome difficult Objettions againſt it which he had heard and could 
not anſwer ; and he was ſo ſelf-conceited, and had ſo high > os 
nion of his own Parts, having learned the whole Courſe of Phi. 
loſophy, that he thought, becauſe he could not, no other could ana 
ſwer them. Then he thought he was ſure that Jeſus Chriſt is nt 

od ; and from his not being God, and yet aſſuming ſo much tu 

imfelf, he concluded that he muſt have been the greateſt Impoſtor 
that ever was in the World, and that the Chriſtian Religion is 4 
great Cheat impoſed upon the World by cunning Men. I am far 
from thinking that the Socinians who deny the Holy Trinity, and 
the eternal Deity of Chriſt, are ſuch Deiſts as that poor Man mag 
yet I think the mention of this may ſerve for a Warning to them, 
and to others likewiſe ;, for there ſeems to be but a ſhort Paſſape 
from Socinianiſm to Deiſm. I do not at all wonder that ſome 
Socinians have refus'd to worſhip Chriſt with religious and divine 
Worſhip, (tho* the Angels of Heaven do fo worſhip him, as 4. 
pears from Heb. 1. 6. compar'd with Plal. 97. 7. and from 
6. 2, 3, 5, dN. compar d with St. Jolm 12. 40, 41.) But I do re 
wonder that any of them ſhould alledge that the Socinian Way 
the moſt probable Means to induce the Jews to become Chriſtians 5 
when { conſider theſe two things together, which the Jews have im 
Readineſs to anſwer unto that Alledęment; (1.) That Moſes his 
Law forbids the Worſhip of 5 new God, Deut. 32. 17. But . 
cording to the Socinians, Jeſus Chriſt is a new God, not muy 
above ſeventeen hundred Years old, if ſo much. (2.) That the 
Jews were taught by the God of Iſrael, to ſay in the Chaldean 
Tongue, to the Chaldeans of Babylon, in the time of the Capris 
vity, as it is written in er. 10. 11. The Gods that have not 
made the Heavens and the Farth, mall periſh from the 
Earth and from under theſe Heavens. The Prophet jeremi- 
ah there did not mean civil Magiſtrates, which are ſometimer 
calld Gods in Scripture, for the Jews in Captivity were bound ts 


honour and pray for the Civil Magiſtrates of that Country; but he 
meant Gods that are ſet up for Objedts of religious Worlhip's 
and tho the Propoſition be indefinite, The Gods that have not 
made the Heavens, &c. yet it is in materia neceffaria, 2b 


AMarter of it is neceſſary and not meerly contingent, and therefore _ 


a 


4 to an univerſal Propoſition, thus, All the 


(viii) 
ccording to the Logic Rule, the Rule of right 128 it is 65 
ods that 
ve not made the Heavens and the Earth, they ſhall periſh 
from the Earth, and from under theſe Heauent. But (ſay the 
Socinians) Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a God that made not the Heavens 
and the Earth; Ergo, This 1b 4 good Syllogiſm both as to Mat- 
ter and Form in the firſt Figure, like unto that, All Men are rea- 
ſenable and ſenſitive Creatures, but Socrates is a Man, Ergo. 
Now TI ſee not how the Socinians can anſwer the foreſaid Argu- 
ment brought by a Jew againſt them, without denying the Minor 
Propoſition ;, that is, without renouncing their Error, and acknow- 
edging that Jeſus Chriſt is not only a Man, but that he is alſo 
the God that made the Heavens and the Earth. For I hope they 
haue more Senſe and Reaſon than to grant both the Premiſſes, 
aud then ridiculouſly to deny the Concluſion; and yet I am perſuas 
ded they have more Religion than to grant the Concluſion ;, they 
have more Reſpett for Chriſt than to grant that he is a God that 


| ſhall E periſh, & c. For that is both groſs Judaiſm and blaſphemous 
De; 


m. Theſe things I mention from a Principle of true Love 
and Compaſſion to theſe Mens Souls, and for a Warning to them 
and others. And whatever other Men think fit to anſwer unto 
the before-mention'd Jewiſh Argument, I do anſwer, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the God that made the Heavens, the firſt old Heavens 
and Earth, and ſo I utterly deny the ſecond Propoſition of the Ar- 

ent: And in the ſecond Diſcourſe following have prov'd (tho 
Fh ) That Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God is God the Son, the God 
that made the old Heavens and Earth. And I would have all to | 
take Notice, that I do not thereby derogate from the Glory of God 
the Father; for I do with all my Heart allow an une", a Pre- 
rogative to the Father; for tho" the Father and Son are both God, 
and both one and the ſame God, becauſe they have both one and 
the ſame Deity; yet the Father hath this Prerogative proper and 


peculiar to himſelf, that he is every way and in all reſpetts ſelf 


originated, or he is of himſelf, that is, of none other; for 
he is every way the firſt : He is ſelf originated not only with 
reſpect to his Deity, but alſo with reſpett to the manner of the 
Deities-ſubſiſting in him, or with reſpect to his Paternity, or per- 
ſonal Property, or call it by what N ame elſe you pleaſe: But now 
pt is not ſo with the Son, he is not every way, and in all reſpets 
ſelf originated. He is ſelf originated with reſpect to his Deity Fr 
| ciſely 
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ciſely and abſolutely conſider d; for ſo his Deity is the very ſame 
with the Deity of the Father, otherwiſe there would be à real Plu- 
rality of Deities, which is plainly contrary both to Holy Scripture 
and to Right Reaſon: But yet the Son is not ſelf originated, with 
reſpect to that whereby he is formally the Son, and diſtinct from the 
Father; for ther is a relative Oppoſition between Father and Son, 
and therefore there is a real Diſtinction between them, and there is 


| ſomething whereby they are diſtinguiſh'd. Now they are not diſtin= 
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alutely conſider d, for ſo the Deity is commort 
to them both, and is the ſame in them both : Therefore there is and 
muſt be ſomething peculiar and proper to the Son, whereby he is di- 
ftinguiſh'd from the Father, and that is certainly from the Father; 
and Thumbly conceive that it proceeds from the Father by an eternal 
neceſſary Emanation, and is united by an eternal neceſſary Union 
with the ſelf originated Deity as it is in the San; and thus the 
Father and Sun are one. God by that one ſelf originated Deity, 
and have the ſame abſolute eſſential divine Perfections; and yet 
they are two, to wit, Father and Son, perſonally diſtinguiſh'd by 
that which the Son derives from the Father by the foreſaid incom- 
prehenſible Emanation. I would adviſes People always to conſider 
and remember, That tho” the eternal Father and Son are really per- 
ſonally diſtinct from one another, yet they are never ſeparate from, 
but are always in one another; St. John 10. 38. and 14. 10. The 
Father is in the Son, and the Son is in the Father; and therefore we 
may eaſily conteive one and the ſame Deity tobe in them both, and 
both of them to be one God by that one Deity, tho otherwiſe they 
are two Perſons, Father and Son, diſtinct from ons another. 

But after al, I believe that true Proteſtants are in the greateſt 
Danger from the Papiſts, and in the firſt Diſcourſe I have briefly 
rouch'd upon ſome of their Errors, which I take to be very dange- 
rous and damnable to themſelves, and to all that ſhall embrace them; 
and therefore in Love and Compaſſion to Mens Souls, F have war- 
ned againſt their Errors alſo : And throughout the two Diſcourſes 
IT have kept cloſe to the Scriptures of Truth as my Rule; and in 
Suboy dination to, and Conformity with that Rule, I have invie- 
lably adher d to the Doctrinal Articles of the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
of England, which we have ſubſcrild, and particularly to the 
I, 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18 and 31 Articles. And I deſire 
all to take Notice and remember, that it is the Church of Eng- 
land, im her 31ſt Article, which ſaith, that The Sacrifices of 

B Maſles, 


| (x) 
Maſſes, in which it was commonly ſaid, That the Prieſt did 
offer Chriſt for the quick and the dead, to have Remiſſion 

of Pain or Guilt, were blaſphemous Fables, and dangerous 
| Deceits. Now all true Sons of the Church of England awake, 


bie upon your Guard, and look to your ſelves, for if ever the Papiſts 


get the ſovereign Power gnto their Hands, they will do by you for 
this Article as they did by your Progenitors in Queen Mary's Days. 
What ! To call the Maſs a Fable, a blaſphemous Fable, and to make 
other People ſubſcribe and ſay ſotoo ! This is ſuch Blaſphemy (will 
the ppi, ſay) againſt the holy «Maſs, and againſt the great Pro- 
It and Gain that we get by it, that nothing can expiate and purge 
away this Guilt of the Proteſtant Church of England but Fire and 
Faggot. If then we have any true Zeal for the Glory of Chriſt, 
whom the Prieſts ſo diſhonour, by pretending to a Power over him 
properly to ſacrifice bim again: or have any real Concern for the 
ſaving of both our Bodies and Souls, let all true Proteſtants ſhew it, 
by carefully avoiding every thing that tends to the bringing in the 
Abomination of Deſolation, and ſetting it up in the holy Place; 
and by adhering ſtedfaſtly to pure unmix'd Chriſtianity, and by 
contenging earneſtly for the Faith which was once deliver'd to the 
Saints, and is entirely contain'd in the Scriptures of Truth. | 

Reader, I will detain thee no longer from the Peruſal of the Diſ- 


courſes themſelyes ; and I heartily pray that the Uſe of them may be 


bleſſed tathee for thy Soul's Good; that it may endear Chriſt to thee, 
that it may raiſe thy Eſteem of him, and engage thy Heart to bim; 
7 it may be a means of making thee to believe in him more firm- 
ly and effettually, to love him more fervently, and to ſerve him 
more faithfully; and finally, that the free Grace and riche Mercy of 


God in Chriſt may be eternally gJorified in thy conſummate Sal- 
vation. 
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AT. 15. 


Neither is there Salvation in any other: For 
there is none other Name under Heaven groen 


among Men, whereby we muſt be faved. 


N the Beginning of this Chapter we read of the firſt Per- 
ſecution that was raiſed againſt the Chriſtians after 
Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven ; and that the Prieſts 
and Rulers of the Temple were the Informers and Per- 

ſecutors. But what did they perſecute them for? Why, it 
was for preaching Chriſt, and the Reſurrection of Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and of others, even of all the Dead by him, and his Power, 
This ſo enrag'd the Church-men and Rulers of the Jews, that 
they laid Hands onthe Apoſtles,and put them intoPrifon until 
the next Day, Fer. 1, 2, 3. But tho” they impriſon'd the 
Preachers, they could not imprifon the Word preached, nor 
hinder the Efficacy of it upon the Souls of the Hearers, 
For notwithſtanding all they could do to hinder the Efficacy 
of the Word preached ; yet many of them that heard the 
Word believed, to the number of five thouſand, Ver. 4. The 
next Day the Prieſts and Rulers of the ſeveral Parties, Pha- 
riſees and Sadducees, and from ſeveral Parts of the Country 
and City, met at Jeruſalem to conſult what to do with the 
Apoſtles; and they agreed to ſend for them, and to bring 
them from Priſon into their Council, which accordingly was 
done, Ver. 5, 6, 7. And then they brought them upon their 
Trial; and firſt of all they asked them by what Power, or by 
what Name they had cured the poor Man, who was well 

B 2 | known 


C12) 
known to have been forty Years lame, even from his Mother's 
Womb unto that Day. The Matter of Fatt, to wit, that 
ſuch a miracylous Cure was wrought, was notorious to all the 
City of Jeruſalem, and the poor Man was there preſent to at- 
teſt it, and they could not deny it, Yer. 14, 16. Butit ſeems 
they wauld fain have rais'd a Diſpute about Cauſe of it, 
and would have imputed it to ſome Secret in Phyſick, or to 
the Art of Magick, that ſo they might elude the Force of the 
Argument, which the Apoſtles inferred from it, to prove the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, and the Truth of Chriſtianity. But 
Peter being full of the Holy Ghoſt, plainly and boldly an- 
{wer'd their Queſtion, and told them, that it was by the 
Name, 5. e. by the Power of Jeſus of Nazareth, that they had 
miraculouſly cur'd the poor lame Man ; and with the fame 
Breath he charg'd them with the Murder of the Meſſiah, and 
bore witneſs to his Reſurrection, aſſerting that God had rai- 
ſed him from the Dead; and withal ſhewed them, that it had 
been long before foretold by the Prophet David, both that 
they would reject and murder the Meſſias, and that God 
would own him, and raiſe him again from the Dead; and 
that that antient Prophecy in both Parts of it was now ful- 
filled, P/21. 118. 22. Tho' they had ſet him at nought, re- 
jetted and crucified him, yet the God of J/-ae! had moſt ſig- 
nally own'd him by raifing him from the Dead, and had 
made him the moſt Bleſſed and Glorious Head, the living 
and Life-giving Head of the Corner, i.e. of the whole Church 
built on him as the Foundation-rock, and united in him as 
the Corner-ſtone that knits together and ſupports the whole 
Building. And laſtly, he roundly tells them, That there is 
mot Salvation in any other; and that for this Reaſon, becauſe 
there is none other Name under Heaven given among Men, where- 
by we muſt be ſaved: There is not Salvation, Salvation is 
twofold, either Temporal, or Spiritual and Eternal. Tem- 
poral Salvation is a Deliverance from ſome Temporal Evil. 
Thus the 1ſraclites Deliverance from being deſtroy'd by Pha- 
raoh, or drown'd in the Red Sea, is calld Salvation, Exod. 14. 
13. & 15. 2. And in this Senſe the poor lame Man was 
ſaved from his Lameneſs, he was ſaved with a Temporal Sal- 
vation. But 24ly), There is a Spiritual and Eternal Salvation, 
which is a Deliverance and Preſervation from Spiritual and 
_—_ Eternal 
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Eternal Evils, ſuch as Sin, and the eternal Puniſhment of 
Sin. With this ſort of Salvation it is that Men are ſaved by 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are ſaved from Sin, Matth. 1. 21. and deli- 
vered from the Wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. 1. 10. Now neither 


of theſe Salvations is in or by any other, but Jeſus Chriſt only. 
As Chriſt is God, fo it's he, and he only that ſaves either 
temporally or eternally. Others indeed may be Inftruments 
in his Hand of ſaving Men; but it is he, it is God only that 
moſt properly and principally ſaves : He faves Men tempo- 


rally by Magiſtrates, by Generals and Soldiers; and he ſaves 
Men ſpiritually and eternally by Miniſters, 1 Tim. 4.16. * 


is God alone that properly and principally ſaves Men 


ways. Hence it is written, Pſal. 68.20. That he that is oux God 
is the God of Salvation. In the Original it is yvi 
el lemoſhaboth, the God of Salvations, in the Plural Number, 
which gives us to underſtand that all manner of Salvation, 
| whether it be temporal, or ſpiritual and eternal, is from 
God as the Author of it, and Men or Angels are but Inftru- 
ments by which God himſelf works Salvation for us. And 
as Chriſt as God, ſo Chriſt as God-Man, and Mediator be- 
tween God and Men, is the Saviour, John 4. 42. He is the 
Purchaſer and the Beſtower of all manner of Salvation. He 
purchaſed for his People by his Blood all manner of Sal- 
vation as our Prieſt ; and he effects by his Power, and be- 
ſtows upon us all our Salvations by his Grace, as he is our moſt 
highly exalted and glorious King, 2 Tim. 4. 18. Rom. F. 9,10. 
Rev. 19. 11----16. Chap. 17. 14. & 7.10. But here in my 
Text we are principally to underſtand Spiritual and Eternal 
alvation, yet not altogether excluding Temporal ; for it is 
ſaid expreſly, that he is the Author of eternal Salvation to all 
them that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. and which is the ſame thing in 
effect, that he hath obtained eternal Redemption for us, Heb. 9, 
2. All Salvation then is by Jeſus Chriſt, and eſpecially Spi- 
itual and Eternal Salvation, Salvation from Sin, and Delive- 
ance from Wrath, and by no other. But why by him ard 
y no other? The Reaſon is, becauſe he and no other is 
1ppointed to be the Saviour, x7" «£ox#y, For (fays the Ho- 
y Ghoſt, there is no other Name under Heaven piven anion 
en, whereby we muſt be ſaved. The Greek Particle ye is a 
ational Particle, and gives us to know the reaſon why Men 


(14) 
cannot be ſaved by any other; to wit, becauſe he and no 
other is given, i. e. appointed by God to that Office of ſavin 
Sinners. There is no other Name, i. e. Perſon (48s 1. 15. 
or no other Power, Way or Means (Act, 3. 16. & 4. 9, 10.) 
wider Heaven. Some would conftrue the Words, not as they 
He in our Tranflation ; but thus, There is no other Name given 
under Heaven. Yet I think both thoſe Ways of conſtruing 
the Words come to one and the ſame thing ; and that by the 
Words under Heaven we are not to imagine that thereby is 
implied, that tho' there be no other Name under Heaven, | „ 
IE hots may be another in Heaven, whereby we may be . 
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ved: For certainly there is no other Name, either under ||, 
ſeaven or in Heaven, whereby we can be ſaved, (Pd. 73. „ 
25.] But this Form of Speech ander Heaven, either firſt 11 
fenotes only the Place where our Salvation was purchaſed for 4 
us, and where we receive the Firſt Fruits and Earneſt of it, 2, 
to wit, on Earth under Heaven; or ſecondly, by the Words + 
under Heaven, is meant, uſpiam, any where. So the Expreſ- 
Bon is uſed, Dan. 9. 12. Under the whole Heaven hath not | 
been done, as hath been done upon Jeruſalem, i. e. any where in 
all the World, hath not been done the like. So here, there is 
none other Name under Heaven, i. e. none other at all, any 
where, or in all the World, given among Men; the Vulgar 0 
renders it given unto Men. Both are true, and well enough | ,, 
conſiſtent ; for certain it is that he was given unto Men to be | 8 
their Saviour. The Prophet Iſalah, Chap. 9. 6. faith, Unto, 
s (Men) a Son is given. But the Angel, who was not him- f 
elf a Man, but pole unto the Shepherds who were Men, 815 
ith in Luke 2. 11. Unto you is born this Day a Saviour, Oc, liv 
Ad as he was given unto Men, ſo he was taken from among Ge 
len, as to his Human Nature (Heb. 5. 1,5. Heb. 2. 14,16, Ch, 
17 * and he dwelt among Men (John 1. 14.) Now amongſt thy 
the whole Race of Mankind, there was none other appointed — 
by God to be Saviour of finful Men; & „ c dads in... 
or by which we muſt be ſaved. Muſt be ſaved, is to be under- He 
ſtood thus, upon fuppoſition that we be faved at all by the ie 
Free Grace and rich Mercy of God, it muſt he by Jeſus Chriſt, age 
and. by him only, becauſe God hath given and appointed Te 
him and him only to be the Saviour of loſt Sinners, of Man-“ 
kind, Now in the Words thus explained we have two things} | 
Fe | con: 
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conſiderable. (1.) A confident Aſſertion, That there is ng 
Salvation to be had, but by Teſus . 2.) There is a 
ſtrong Confirmation of that Aſſertion by an Argument taken 
from the Donation, Deſignation and Appointment of God z 
for there is none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. God hath ordain'd eſa 
Chriſt and no other to fave Sinners, and therefore whoſoever 
are ſaved muſt be ſaved by him, and can be ſaved by no other. 
From both together I obſerve, ED 

That Salvation is to be obtam'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and by 
none other; becauſe God hath given, ordain'd and appoini- 
ted him and no other to be the Saviour of the World. In 
handling this Point of Doctrine, I ſhall (1.) ſhew, That Sal- 
vation may certainly be obtain'd by Jeſus Chriſt. (2.) That 
it can be obtain'd by no other. (3.) That the Reaſon of 
that is, Becauſe God hath given and appointed him alone, 
and-none other to be the Saviour of the World. I begin with 


the firſt. 1 
by Jeſus Chriſt 3 


( J Salvation may certainly be obtain'd 
and this I ſhall prove, Hrſt, By expreſs Teſtimomes of Holy 
Scripture. Secondly, By clear Reaſon grounded upon and 
deduced from Scripture. And, | 


_ Firſt, It is expreſly written, 1 John 4. 14. that St. Jahn 
ſaw and teſtified that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the World; and 1 Johns. 11, 12. this is the Record that God 


| hath given to us, eternal Life ; and this Life is in his Sm. He 


that hath the Son hath Life. It is written alſo, that this Son 
of God is called Jeſus, becauſe he ſhall ſave his People from their 
Sins, Mat. 1. 21. and that the ſame Feſz and Son of God de- 
livers us from the Wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. 1. 10. And that 
God hath appointed us ro obtain Salvation by our Lord Teſs 
Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. 5. 9. That it i a faithful Saying, aud mor- 
thy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into = World to 
ave Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15. and that being made perfect be be- 
came the Author of eternal Salvation to all them that obey him, 
Heb. 5. 9. So that whaſeever believeth in him (with an obe- 


Set ondly, 


(16) 
'- Secondly, 1 prove the fame Truth by clear Reaſon ground- 
ed upon, and deduc'd from Scripture. Salvation is certain- 
ly to be obtain'd by him, becauſe he is our great Prophet, 
rieſt and King, who clearly reveals Salvation to us, freely 
purchaſed Salvation for us, and powerfully beſtows Salva- 
tion upon us. 8 | | 
1ſt. He is our great Prophet, (Deut. 18. 15, 18, 19. com- 
par d with Acts 3. 22, 23. Luke 24. 19. John 6. 14. and John 
46.) and as ſuch he clearly reveals Salvation to us, he 
Kos us plainly wherein Salvation confiſts, and by what 
Means we may certainly obtain it. And this he doth two 


Ways. 1 
FE 1 He clearly reveals it to us outwardly by the Miniſtry of 
his Word. Hence it is calPd The Word of Salvation, (Acts 
13. 26.) The Salvation of God, (Acts 28. 28.) The Grace o 
Cad that brings Salvation, (Tit. 2. 11.) The Goſpel that hath 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, (2 Tim. 1. 10.) And 
Chriſt's Miniſters are ordain'd to tell Men Words whereb 
they ſhall be ſaved, (Acts 11.13, 14.) And it is faid; that 
the Word is able to fave the Soul, (Jam. 1. 21.) The Lord 
Chrift as our great Prophet ſaves us doctrinally by his Word 

| outwardly revealing to us wherein our Salvation 
Heb. 2. 3. conſiſts, and directing us to the Ways and Means 
ov whereby we may obtain Salvation. But, 

2. He clearly reveals it to us inwardly by the effectual In 
fluence of his holy Spirit upon our Souls. Hence it is ſaid 
that the Goſpel came to the Theſſalonians, not in Word only, bu 
alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſurance 
(i Theff. 1. 5.) The Word of the Goſpel, which is the 
Word of Salvation, came to the Theſſalonians, but how? Came 
it only outwardly to their Ears? No; but it came alſo in 
wardly to their Hearts; for it came accompanied with the 
effectual Influence of the Holy Ghoſt upon their Hearts, anc 
that gave them much Aſſurance of the Truth and Goodneſs 
of it, and cauſed them to receive it with Gladneſs and Joy 
(Per. 6. ibid.) Now it was Jeſus Chriſt that thus taught them 
for the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of Chriſt, and he ſends that 
bleſſed Spirit into the Hearts of his People, (John 16. 7, 8 
9, 10, 11.) and by him Chriſt opens Peoples Hearts, bot 
to underſtand the Word, and to receive it with * anc 
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Blood, he gives unto us 


(17) 
Love, (Luke 24. 32, 45. Acts 16. 14.) And hence the Sort. 


- 
=. 


of God is ſaid to give us an Underſtanding to know him that 


is true, (1 John F. 20.) This he doth as our great Prophet 
by his bleſſed Spirit, according as it is written in the lame 
Epiſtle, 1 John 2. 20, 27. Te have an Unttion from the holy 
one, and ye know all things, &c. i. e. all things neceſſary for 
your eſcaping Damnation, and for obtaining Salvation. 

2dly. Chriſt Jeſus, as our merciful and faithful High Prieſt, 
hath freely purchas'd Salvation for his People, as it is writ= 
ten John G. 5 1. that he gave his Fleſh for the Life of the World : 
That he loved us and gave himſelf for us an Offering and a Sacrifice 
to God for a ſweet ſmelling Savour, Eph. 5. 2. That he loved us, 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, (Rev. 1. 5.0 That 
he was ſlain, and hath redeemed us unto God by his Blood, & c. 
(Rev. 5. 9.) That by his own Blood —— he hath obtain d eter- 
nal Redemption for us, (Heb. . 12.) And that being made per- 


fect he became the Author of eternal Salvation to all them that 


obey him, (Heb. 5. 9.) Thus it is evident that Salvation 
may be obtain'd by Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe as our Prieſt he 
freely purchas'd Salvation for us; he gave himſelf, his 
Blood and Life, for the purchaſing Price of it. See Eph. 1. 14. 

34ly. Chriſt Jeſus, as our moſt great and glorious, good 


and gracious King, powerfully beſtows Salvation upon his 


People, that Salvation which he purchaſed for us by his 
by his Power, John 17. 2. Hes 
ſaid to have Power over all Fleſh, that he may give eternal 

Life to as many as the Father hath given him. And as he 
hath received his great Power for this End, fo he faithfully 
uſeth it to the ſame End. Hence in John 6. 37, 38. he faith, 


That all that the Father hath given him ſhall come unto him, 


and ſuch as come unto him he will in no wiſe caſt aut; for ſo 


4 3s the Will of his Father that ſent him, to whom he is moſt 


faithful in all things wherewith he is entruſted ; and there- 


fore, as he will caſt none of them out, ſo he will not ſuf- 


fer any of them to be pluck'd out of his Hand; and conſe- 
quently he will loſe none of them, but will give eternal 
Life to all his People, (John 10. 27, 28, 29, 30.) He will give 
them a Crown of Life, (Rev. 2. 10.) He will do by them as 

his Father did by him, (Rev. 3. 21.) He will grant to them 
that overcome to ſit with him on his Throne, even as he o- 
GC _ __  vercame 
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vercame and is ſet down with the Father on his Throne. Vea 
he not only gives unto his People conſummate Salvation in 
| heavenly Glory, on condition that they believe, repent and 
ey the Goſpel, and perſevere in Faith and holy Obedience 
to the End; but by his Royal Power he enables them to do 
all theſe things: He brings them into a State of Salva- 
tion here in this Life, and he keeps them in that State, and 
ſiuffers them not to fall from it either totally or finally . He 
B both the Beginner and Finiſher of our Faith, (Heb. 12. 2.) 
dad he is exalted for this very purpoſe, to give Repentance to Iſ- 
'' rael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins, (Acts 5.31.) He bleſſes his People 
n turning away every one of them from their Iniquities, Act, 
23. 26. and having once turn'd them from their Iniquities, and 
brought them into a State of Grace and Salvation, he doth 
not fuffer Sin to recover its Dominion in and over their Souls, 
oem. G. 14.) He doth not ſuffer them to be utterly caſt 
i! down, but upholds them with his Hand, (Pſal. 37. 23, 24.) 
He doth not fuffer them to be tempted above their Strength, 
but with the Temptation maketh a way to eſcape, 1 Cor. 19. 13. 
His Church, which he hath dearly bought with the Price of 
tis Blood, he ſo dearly loves, that he always fo uſeth his 
great Power for the Defence thereof, that the Gates of Hell 
Mall never prevail againft it, nor will he ever loſe one true 
and living Member of it. He will not break a bruiſed Reed, 
nor quench a ſmoaking Flax, till he ſend forth Judgment 
mito Victory, Mat. 12. 20. And Jet none think that he 
doth not give Salvation to all his faithful Subjects, becauſe 
many of them loſe their Lives, and all that they have in the 
World, for his ſake ; for they that loſe their Lives for his 
fake ſhall find it, (Mat. 16. 25.) i. e. They find their Ac- 
count in fo doing; they find that Loſs to be great Gain; for 
In lieu of a temporal they gain an eternal Life: They do but 
exchange a miſerable ſhort Life for a moſt happy, joyful, 
and everlaſting Life, (Rom. 8. 1 8. 2 Cor. 4. 17.) And tho' their 
bodily Life be quite extinguiſh'd for a time, yet even it ſhall 
be reſtor d tothem with unſpeakable Advantage, for when our 
King ſhall return from Heaven with Power and great Glory, 
(Mat. 24. 30.) then ſhall the Bodies of his faithful People 
be raiſed in Glory, and be made like unto his glorious Body, 
| according to the working whereby he is able to ſubdue all things un- 
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(19) * 
to himſelf, (Phil. 3. 21.) and having ſuffer'd with him and 
for him in this World for a Time, they ſhall reign with him 
m that better World to Eternity. x 

A Second Reaſon grounded on and dedue'd from Scripture 
to prove that Salvation is certainly to be obtai'd by Jeſus 
Chriſt, is this; Becauſe all the ſeveral Links of the Golden 
Chain of Salvation are inſeparably faften'd to him: There 
is ſuch an indiſſoluble Connexion between them and Chriſt, 
that if we once have an Intereſt in Chrift, if we be once vi- 
tally united to him, and live in Union with him, that Inte- 
reft, that Union, will draw the whole Chain of Salvation a- 
long with it; and by Chriſt's Means we ſhall find all things 
which neceffarily accompany Salvation. Let us then take a 
View of the ſeveral Links of the Golden Chain 

of our Salvation. The firſt is Election, i. e. the Rev. 20. 16. 
eternal Decree of Election. It is certain that Reg. 8. 10. 
none will be eternally faved, but thoſe whom 

God from Eternity purpos'd to fave : Now let us ſee whe- 
ther this hath not reſpect to Chriſt, ſo as that God purpo- 


ſeth to ſave all thoſe that are in Chriſt ? And this none can 


reaſonably doubt of who believes the holy Scriptures to be 
the Word of God. For doth not the Spirit of Truth | 
St. Paul ſay, That God hath choſen us in Chriſt, or through - 
Chriſt, before the Foundation of the World, &c. (Eph. 1. 


4-) See alſo 1 Theſſ. 5. 9. 


2.) It is certain that thoſe who ſhall be eternally ſaved are 


ſuch as have been in a ſpecial manner redeem'd, and that not 


only by Price but by Power; not only redeem'd from the Pu- 
niſhment of Sin, but alſo from the Power of Sin, (Tit. 2. 14. 
1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Rev. 5. 9. and 14. 3, 4.) Now this Link 
of the Chain of Salvation was wrought by Chriſt's own Hand. 
It was he himſelf that redeem'd us by Blood as our Prieſt, 
and it is he that redeems us by Power as our King, (Mat. 
20. 28. 1 Tim. 2. 6. Eph. 1. 7. Tit. 2. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19.) 
Chriſt gave himſelf for us to redeem us by Price, and ha 
gives his Spirit to us to redeem us by Power; and by the 
werful Operation of his Spirit, he delivers us from the 
Never of Sin and Satan, and ſubdues our Hearts and Wills 
unto himſelf, and cauſes us to ſerve God in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, (Lake 1. 74, 75, and 11. 21, 22. 1 John 4. 4.) 
| | CA (3-) Thoſe 
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(3.) Thoſe that obtam Salvation are ſuch as are regene- 
rate, effectually called and converted; but ſo it is that 
Chriſt effectually calls, regenerates and converts Souls by his 
Word and Spirit, concurring to the enlightning of blind 
Minds, the enlivening of dead Hearts, and the ſpirituali- 
zing of carnal Affections. There is no obtaining of Salva- 
tion without ſuch a thorough Change as makes us new Crea- 
tures, gives us a new divine Nature, a new Light, new Life, 
and new Love; new, not in Subſtance of Souls, but in Qua- 
Jlities, Byaſs, and Inclination ; ſo that we ſee what was hid- 
den from us before ; and what we did ſee before we ſee after 
a new ſpiritual Manner, and are far otherwiſe affected with 
what we ſee, (John 3. 3,5, 6.) But now who works this ſa- 
ving Change upon the Hearts and Souls of Men ? Surely it is 
Jeſus Chriſt by his Word and Spirit. Hence Chriſt's Goſpel 
is calbd the Miniſtration of the Spirit, (2 Cor. 3. 8.) And it 
is ſaid, that the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus 
-makes us free from the Law of Sin and Death, (Rom. 8. 2.) 


Bleſſed Paul faith, That he was become a ſpiritual Father to 
the Corinthians, having begotten them through the Goſpel ; 
but mark ye, he ſays that it was in Chriſt Feſus, or by and 


through Chriſt Feſus, (1 Cor. 4. 15.) It was by the Power 
of Feſt exerted and put forth in and through the preaching 
of the Goſpel. Hence Chriſt is ſaid to give us Light, (Eph. 
5. 14.) and Life too, (John F. 21,25. 6. 33. and 10. 10.) 
and we are created in or by Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, (Eph. 
2. 10.) Finally, It is written, Tit. 3. 5,6. That God, ac- 
cording to his Mercy ſaves Men by the waſhing of Regeneration 


and Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſheds on them abun- 


dantly, (but then adds that it is) through Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 


our. So that you ſee Salvation is firſt begun in Mens Souls 


by Jeſus Chriſt, his renewing of them by his Word and 


Spirit. | | 
(a. Thoſe that obtain Salvation are all adopted into th 


Family of God, and thereby they become Heirs of Salvation, 


(Rom. 8. 17. Gal. 4. 7. Heb. 1. 14.) But now by what 
Means do we obtain this Adoption? Why, it 2 4 Jeſus 
Ariſt, and Faith in him, (Gal. 4+ 4, 5+ and Gal. 3. 26. John 
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(21) 
(.) Thoſe that obtain Salvation are all juſtified : Their 
Sins are pardon'd; they are acquitted from the Sentence of 
Death which the Law. denounc'd againſt them; and they 
have a Right to Life and Happineſs : But now how do they 


come by this Juſtification, this Pardon of Sin, and Right to 
Life? Why aſſuredly it is by Chriſt Jeſus his ſatisfactory and 
meritorious Righteouſneſs ; it is by tus ſatisfying God's Ju- 
ſtice for our Sins, and by his meriting our Pardon and Peace, 
our Life and Happineſs: Hence it is written, (Rom. 3. 24, 
25.) That we are juſtified freely by his Grace, through the Re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. And (Eph. 1. 7.) That 
we have Redemption through his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins; 
and (Fph. 4. 32.) That God for Chriſt's ſake forgives us. 
Finally, That weare made righteous by his Obedience, ( Rom. 
5. 19.) And that though he knew no Sin, yet he was made Sin 
for us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 
2 Cor. F. 21. | 
(6.) Thoſe that obtain Salvation are all ſanctified; that 
initial Sanctification that was begun in Regeneration, effe- 
cual Vocation and Converſion, is carried gradually on to- 
wards Perfection; according as they have Time allowed 
them, they are perfecting Halineſs in the Fear of God, (2 Cor, 
7. 1.) for there is no Happineſs without Holineſs, (Heb.12. 
14.) Without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lord. But now 
how come we to be ſanctified? Why it is by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Faith in him. He is made unto us of God, San#ification, 
(1 Cor. 1. 30.) i. e. caufally and energetically he is ordain'd 
to be the Means of conveying ſanctifying Grace unto us. Of his 
Fulneſs do we receive, and Grace for Grace, (John 1. 16.) Faith 
alſo in him is an excellent Means of ſanctifying us, (Acts 26. 


18.) For Faith purifies the Heart, (As 15. 9.) and is in- 


deed the governing Principle of Heart and Life. Witneſs 
the 11th of the Hebrews, and Eph. 6. 16. and 1 John 5. 4, 5. 
(7.) Thoſe that obtain Salvation are at laſt 

glorify'd in Heaven, their Holineſs is con- Rom. 8. 30. 
ſummated and crowned with endleſs and un- 

conceivable Happineſs. This is the higheſt Link of the 
Chain, and when Matters are brought to this, we are arriv'd 
to the utmoſt End we propos'd to our ſelves, to wit, God's 
Glory in our conſummate Salvation. But how do we at- 


(22) : 
ein to this? Why affuredly it is by Jeſus Chriſt (Nam: 6. 
23.) and the obtaining of it 4 called = 6 ps 2 of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Theff. 2. 14. It is his Will that his 
People ſhould be with him where he is, to behold his Glory, 
nud to partake of it too, (John 17. 24. 1 John 3.2.) and it is 
Fy the Power of his Grace that we are fitted for it, and pre- 
ſerved unto it, (Nom. 9. 23. 1 Pet. 1.5. 2 Tim. 4. 18.) Thus 
Il have ſhew'd that all the Links of the Chain of Salvation 
are faſtend to Chriſt, and all things that accompany it are 
connected with Chriſt; fo that if we get an Intereſt in Chriſt 
mud vital Union with him, we ſhall by this means be ſure to 
I} et all things that pertain to Salvation, and at laſt Salvation 
| ſelf in its higheſt Elevation. ne 
I pñpaſs to the ſecond General Head of this Diſcourſe, which 
is to ſhew, that Salvation can be obtained by no other. And 
this follows by neceſſary conſequence from what has been 
| already ſaid; for if all things that accompany Salvation be 
ij Umnked inſeparably to Chriſt, and be convey'd unto us by and 
| through him, we can never obtain Salvation by any other in 
oppoſition to, or ſeparation from, or co-ordination with 
Chrift, And the Scripture is moſt clear in this matter. 
What can. be more evident than my Text, which 1s abun- 
| dantly ſufficient to prove the Point, if no more could be ſaid ? 
1 But that is not our Caſe; we have further Evidence to aſſure 
us that Salvation cannot be obtained by any other; for if it Jo 
i could be obtained by any other, there would be no ſuch great 
| Danger in not ſeeking Salvation by Chriſt ; for Men might fir 
if be ſaved by that other. But there is great, unſpeakably 
great Danger in not ſeeking to be ſaved by Chriſt : For it Gr 
Th 3s written (Fob 8. 24.) that if Men to whom the Goſpel 
1 comes do not believe that he is the only Meſſiah, the Son 
1 of God and Saviour of Men, they ſhall die in their Sins. 
That they who do not believe the Son, ſhall nor ſec Life, 
but the Wrath of God abideth on them, John 3. 36. And 
| that he who hath not the Son of God hath not Life, 1 John F. 12. 
And that whoſoever abideth not in the Doctrine of Chriſt (o 
which this is a principal part) hath not God, 2 Ep. John gf 
Indeed to hold that Salvation may be obtained by any other 
than Jeſus Chriſt, is to preach or hold another Goſpel ;; anc 
then you know what we ought to account him, according tc 
Pay, Gal. 1. 8. Secondly 
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Cecondly, By Reaſon taken from the Names and Titles 
given to Jeſus Chriſt, it may be made appear that he is the 
Saviour excluſive of all others, and that there is no other 
by whom Salvation can be obtained. | 
As (1.) He is the Door by which we enter into the State 
of Life and Salvation, (John 10. 7,8,9,10.) and we do not find 
that there are any other Doors beſides this one. As then we 
cannot enter into a Houſe with one Door, but by that one 
Door; ſo none can get into a State of Salvation but by Jeſus 
Chrift. There is here no climbing up another way, nor 
breaking through the Wall by force. No, we muſt enter by 
Chriſt the Door, or be ſhut out from all Hopes of Salvation. 
(2.) He is the Way, and the only Way to Salvation, 
John 14.6. That is to be underſtood of Chriſt adequately 
confidered in the abovementioned three Parts of his Media- 
torial Office : As he 1s our Great Prophet, Prieſt and King, 
ſo he is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; and there is no 
coming to the Father, but by him and his Mediation. There 
is no way either rightly to know the certain Means of Salya- 
tion, but by his Word and Spirit, as he 1s our Prophet ; nor 
is there any way to obtain Salvation when it is kn but 


by his Sacrifice and Interceſſion as he is our Prieft, and by 


his powerful and victorious Grace, as he is our King. | 

(3.) He is ſaid to be the Vine, and we the Branches, 
John 15.5. to teach us, that as the Branches of the Vine-tree 
cannot live a Vegetative Life, but wither and die, and are 


fit for nothing but to be burnt, when they are ſeparated and 


cut off from the Vine; ſo we can neither live the Life of 


Grace here, nor the Life of Glory hereafter, if we continue 
in a State of Separation from Chrift ; and conſequently we 
cannot be ſaved but by him. | 

(4.) He is the Head, the ſpiritual Head, the living and 
life-giving Head, and the whole Church is his ſpiritual myſti- 
cal Body, and each of us are Members. Now this is to teach 
us, that as the natural Body and Members cannot live the 
ife of Nature, when ſeparated from the natural Head; fo 
e cannot live the Life of Grace here, nor the Life of Glory 
hereafter, if we be ſeparated from Chriſt our . 
For this ſee Epheſ. 4. 15, 16. & 5. 23. Col. 2. 18, 19. 
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Sinners: It is he alſo, and only he, that hath purchaſed our 
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Faith and Hope might be in God; that is, our Faith and Hope : 
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_ Chriſt is the Saviour excluſively of all others; that by no o- 


(24) 
C.) He is ſaid to be our Peace, Eph. 2. 14. becauſe he is 
the Peace-maker and Reconciler between God and Man. It 

is he and only he that takes away our Sins by his Blood and 
Sacrifice, (John 1. 29. Mat. 26.28, Heb. 9. 26. 1 John 1. . 
Rev. 1.5.) and thereby removes that which cauſed the En- || 
mity between the holy, juſt God, and us, vile, loathſome 


Peace with God, and brings us into Favour, and keeps us in 
Favour with God, Rom. F. 1, 2, 10, 11. Eph. 2. 13, 14. Col. 
I. 20, 21, 22, 1 Pet. 3, 18. And then it follows by the moſt 
evident and certain Conſequence that none can be ſaved but 
by Chriſt ; for what elſe is it to be ſaved, but to have God 
reconciled to us, and to be at Peace with God, and to be in 
Favour with him? Whoſoever are at Peace with God, and 
in Fayour with him, they are certainly in a State of Salvation. 
But it is only by Chriſt that we have Peace with God, that 
we are brought into and kept in his Favour ; and therefore it 
is by him and no other that we obtain Salvation, 

(.) He is expreſly ſaid to be our Hope, Col. 1. 27. 1 Tim. 
1. I. yea, he is our Hope ſo as that they who are without 
Chriſt are ſaid to have no Hope, Eph. 2. 12. they have no vi- 
fible Ground to hope for Salvation ſo long as they are without 
Chriſt, and how can it be otherwiſe, ſince Chriſt is the only 
Pillar and Ground both of our Faith and Hope, as it is writ- 
ten, 1 Cor, 3.11. Other Foundation can no Man lay, than that 
is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt ; which Words plainly imply, 
that no Man can have any ſure and ſolid Ground on which to 
build his Hope of Salvation, but Jeſus Chriſt, and blefſed be 
God that hath given ushis Son Chriſt to ground our Faith and 
Hope of Salvation upon; as it is written, 1 Pet. 1. 21. That 
God raiſed Chriſt from the dead, and gave him Glory, that our 
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of Salvation, as appears by comparing it with the 3d, 4th and 
5th Verſes of the ſame Chapter. Chriſt then beingour Hope, 
and that fo as they have no Hope that are without Chriſt; 
it is evident that there is no Salvation in any other; that 


ther Name under Heaven can we obtain, or hope to obtain 
Salvation, This I have prov'd by expreſs Scripture and by 
clear Reaſon taken from and grounded upon the Names anc 

| | 4: Titles 
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Titles given to him in Scripture. By the foreſaid fix Con- 
fiderations grounded on the Word of God, it plainly ap- 
pears that Salvation cannot be obtaw'd by any other but by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

1 now . to the third general Head of the Doctrine, 
and that is, to aſſign the grand fundamental Reaſon why 
Salvation is to be obtain'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and by no other; 
becauſe God hath given, ſent and appointed him and no o- 
ther to be the Saviour of the World. It is moſt evident and 
certain that no Man can be ſaved whither God will or not; 
but God will ſave no Man but by Jeſus Chriſt ;, and therefore 
it is moſt evident and certain, that no Man can be ſaved but 
by him. But now how is it made to appear evidently that 
God hath given, ſent and appointed Jeſus Chriſt, and no o- 
ther, to be the Saviour of the World. To this Queſtion I 
anſwer in general, That it appears by this, that God hath 
given ſuch Teſtimonies to him, as he never gave to any o- 
ther; and thoſe Teſtimonies ſuch as manifeſtly prove that 
he, and no other, was given, ſent and appointed by God to 
be the Saviour of the World. 1 John 4. 14. We have ſeen and 
do teſtifie , that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 
World. And 1 John 5. 11, 12. This is the Record, ij pagſuge, 
the Teſtimony, that God hath given to us eternal Life, and 
this Life is in his Son, He that hath the Son hath Life, and he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not Life, And this general 
Anſwer I will, by the Help of God, make good by particu- 
lar Inſtances. And, 

(1.) God cauſed to write a Prophetical Hiſtory (as it were) 
of Chriſt's Conception, Birth, Life, Dea h, Reſurrection, 
Aſcention, and glorious Exaltation, many hundred Years 
before he came into the World; and in that prophetical 
Hiſtory, laid down the Marks and Characters of the Meſſias 
and Saviour, who was to come, that he might be known 
when he came by thoſe Marks and Characters, and that the 
World might not be impos'd upon and deceiv'd by any meer 
Pretender and falſe Chriſt. And then when God ſent him 
in the Fulneſs of Time, by his ſpecial Providence he made 
all thoſe Marks and Characters of the Chriſt and Saviour 
that was to come, to meet in and agree to our Lord Jeſus, and 
to no other. Here I might enlarge, by enumerating the 
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Prophecies, and ſhewing how they were fulfilld in our Lord 
Jeſus, and in no other; But the ſhort time allow'd for this 
Exerciſe will not permit me to do it. I ſhall therefore only 
mention a few Texts out of the New Teſtament, which 
plainly confirm this my firſt Inſtance. John F. 39. Search the 
Scriptures, (ſaid Jeſus to the Jews) for they teſtify of me; and 
Verſe 46. Had ye believed Moſes,ye would have believed me, 
for he wrote of me. Luke 24. 27. Beginning at Moſes and all 
the Prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures, the 
things concerning himſelf. See alſo Ver. 44, 45, 46, 47, of the 
ſame Chapter, and Acts 3. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 And Act, 
IO. 43. To him give all the Prophets witneſs, that through his 
Name, whoſoever helicveth in him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins, 
And, Acts 26. 22, 23. St. Paul ſaid to King Agrippa, Having 
obtain'd Help of God, I continue unto this day, witneſſing both un- 
to ſmall and great, ſaying none other things than thoſe which the 
Prophets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come; that Chriſt ſhould ſuf- 
fer, and that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould riſe from the dead, 
and ſhould ſhew Light unto the People, and to the Gentiles. Now 
ſince the ſaid Prophecies were fulflPd in our Lord Jeſus, and 
in no other, and ſince the Marks of the true Chriſt and Sa- 
viour that was to come according to Prophecy, did all agree 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to no other, and were found up- 
on him, and upon no other; this was an evident Declaration 
of God to the World, that he had given, ſent and appointed, 
Jeſus of Nurareth, and no other, to be the Chriſt, the Savi- 
our of the World. Ja. 35. 4,5,6. & 61. 1, 2, 3. compar'd 
with Mat. 11. 3, 4, 5, 6. Luke 7.20,21, 22, 23. Luke 4. 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21. 

(2. ) John the Baptiſt, whom the Jews themſelves acknow- 

ledged to be a holy good Man, and a Prophet ſent of God, 

. teſtified of him according to the ancient Prophecies of 1/aiah 
and Malachy, (Iſa. 40. 3, 4, F. Mal. 3. 1.) and pointed him 
out to be the Chriſt and Saviour, John 1. 29. Behold (ſaid he) 
the Lamb of Ged, that taketh away the Sin of the World. 

(3.) God himſelf ſeveral times, before Witneſſes, by au- 
dible Voice from Heaven (at his Baptiſm in Jordan, and at 
his Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, Mat. 3. 17. and 17.5.) 
own'd him to be his beloved Son, and that he ought to be 
heard iii all things, according to the ancient Prophecy of 

Moſes, 
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e Moſes, (Deut. 18. 18, 19. compar'd with AZs 3. 22, 23.) 
God never gave ſuch a glorious Teſtimony to any other Per- 
ſon, and therefore God thereby declar'd that he had given 
him and no other to be the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World. 
(4.) The moſt perfect matchleſs Holineſs of his Life, 


and tranſcendent Purity and Excellency of his Doctrine, in 


nothing contrary, but in all Things agreeable to the Law of 
Nature, and of Moſes, as interpreted and explain'd by the 
Jews own Prophets which ſucceeded « Z/oſes, do ſhew plainly 
that he was a moſt gracious and excellent Man, full of the 
Spirit of God, who neither would nor could he and deceive 
the World, and therefore that his own Teſtimony concern- 
ing himſelf, that he was the Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God, and the Saviour of Men, cannot, with any Colour of 
Reaſon, be ſuſpetted of Falſhood. John 3. 34. He whom 
God hath ſent ſpeaketh the Words of God; for God giveth not the 
Spirit by meaſure unto him. John v. 17, 18. If any Man will 
do the Will of God, he ſhall know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
God, or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf. He that ſpeaketh of himſelf 
ſeeketh his own Glory; but he that ſeeketh his Glory that ſent him, 
the ſame is true, and no Unrighteouſneſs is in him, John 8. 
29. He that ſent me is with me, the Father hath not left me a- 
lone; for I do always thoſe things that pleaſe him. God the 
Father's being with him, and approving his Life and Do- 
rine by his ſpecial and gracious Preſence, plainly ſhews that 
he gave and ſent him, and no other, to be the Chriſt, the 
Saviour of the World, f 

(5.) The Miracles which God wrought by him, were fo 
many, ſo great, and fo circumſtantiated. (f.) They were 
done according to the ancient Prophecy of Iſaiah, (Iſa. 35. 4, 
5,6. and 1/a.61. 1, 2, 3. compar'd with Mat. 11. 3, 4, 5,6. 
and Lyke 7. 20, 21, 22.) And (2.) for Confirmation of the 
moſt excellent Doctrine. And (3.) they did ſo much pro- 
mote the Glory of God and the Good of Men, (Acts 10. 38.) 
that they could not be wrought by any Power but that of God, 
and therefore they are God's own real Teſtimony to him, that 
he was given, appointed and ſent by God, to be the Chriſt and 
Saviour of the World, John 5. 36. I have greater Witneſs thay 
that of John; for the Works which the Father hath giveth me to 
finiſh, the ſame Works that I do, bear witneſs of me, that the _ 
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ther hath ſent me. See alſo John 10. 37, 38. and John 14. 10, 
11. No other Man ever did ſuch Works, ſo many, ſo great 
and fo circumſtantiated, (John 15. 24.) which is a Demon- 
ſtration that God gave our Lord Jeſus, and no other, to be 
the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World. As 2. 22. Ye Men 
of Iſrael,” hear theſe Words, Jeſus of Nazareth, dude Sn d 0:8 
Smd's Ser ov, &c. 4 Man approv'd of God among you, i. e. de- 
monſtratively proved and approved by Miracles, Wonders and 
Signs, which God did by him in the midſt of you, as ye your 
ſelves alſo know, &c. 

(6.) His Reſurrection from the dead, and Aſcention into 
Heaven, according to ancient Prophecies, and his own Pre- 
diction, (Pſal. 2. 7. and 118. 22, 23, 24. Iſa. 9.6, 7. and 
$3.10, 11, 12. Pſal. 68. 17, 18. Mat. 16. 21. and 17. 9. 
and 27. 63.) and both well atteſted by many the moſt credi- 
ble Witneſſes that ever bore Teſtimony to a Matter of Fact, 
do moſt convincingly prove him to be the Chriſt, the Son of 
God, and only Saviour of Men. This is the very Argument 
whereby St. Peter in my Context proved our Lord Jeſus to be 
the Saviour excluſively of all others. Acts 4. from Ver. 8. 
to Ver. 13. and St. Paul tells us, Rom. 1. 4. that he was de- 
clar'd to be the Son of God with Power-- by the Reſurrection from 
the dead; and by the ſame Argument he proves that all who 
believe on him as riſen from the dead, are juſtified from all 
things from which they could not be juſtified by the Law of 
Hoſes, Acts 13. 38, 39. And our Lord himſelf aſſur'd his 
Diſciples, that becauſe he ſhould live again, after his Death, 
therefore they ſhould live alſo, John 14. 19. and it is his Re- 
ſurrection that gives us Ground to hope for the heavenly In- 
heritance, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. And that he, and only he will 
ſave us with an eternal Salvation, Heb. 5. 9. and de liver us 
from Wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. 1. 10. 

(7.) The Father's ſending the holy Spirit in his Name, and his 
ſending theSpirit from the Father, according to ancient Pro- 
phecies, (1/4.44-3,4,5- Joel 2.28,29. Pſal. 6 8. 18.) and likewiſe 
according to his own Promiſe before his Death, (John 7.38, 39. 
and 14. 12, 16, 17, 26. and 15.26. and 16. 7, to 15.) I ſay, 
the ſending of the Spirit according to promiſe, and the mira- 
culous, viſible, and permanent Effects of it upon the Apoſtles, 
and upon many others by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles, doth 


bo 
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both demonſtrate the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and alſo prove 
him to be the Chriſt, the Son of God, and Saviour of Men; 
for it he had not been riſen from the dead he could have 
done nothing, and ſo could not have made good his Promiſe 
to ſend the Spirit to furniſh his Apoſtles with Abilities for 
their great Work of witneſſing his Re ſurrection, and of 
preaching Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins in his Name, a- 
mongſt all Nations, beginning at Feruſalem : And as Jeſus of 
Nazareth could not have done it, if he had been ſtill under 
the Power of Death, ſo God would not, and indeed could 
not have done it for him, to countenancean Impoſture, and 
to enable his Diſciples to delude the World: And fo the 
d || thing would never have been done, the Spirit would not have 
2. been ſent. Jeſus could not, and God would not, have done 
1 
t 


e 


it, and no meer Creature could have done it. It was an Ef- 
„fect above the Power of finite created Nature; but the thing 
Ff was done on the famous Day of Pentecoſt, it was done moſt 
it || notoriouſly at Jeruſalem on the Feaſt- Day, before many Wit- 
e | neſſes of Enemies as well as of Friends; and the Effects of it 
3. | on the Apoſtles, and on many others, were moſt viſible 
e- | and permanent; no leſs than three thouſand of the unbelie- 
m | ving Jews were thereby converted to the Faith of Feſus as the 
10 || true Chriſt, and only Saviour, and added to the Church of 
111 } Believers on that very firſt Day. The wonderful Effects of 
of this extraordinary ſending of the Spirit, were ſo clearly and 
is | evidently ſeen and heard by innumerable Witneſſes of all 
h, forts, Believers and Unbelievers ; and thoſe Effects remain'd 
e- Þ ſo many Years after, and ſtill encreas'd and multiplied, that 
n- | no Man in his right Wits could with any Colour of Reaſon 
111 F doubt of, much leſs deny the Matter of Fact; and then from 
us || the Matter of Fact fo undeniably evident, the Apoſtles irre- 
fragably proved both the Reſurrection of Jeſus, and alſo his 

his being appointed to be the Chriſt and only Saviour. Acts 2, 
o- 36. Therefore (ſays Peter) let all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſ- 
iſe ¶ /uredly, that God hath made that ſame Jeſus whom ye have cruci- 
39. Fed, both Lord and Chriſt. And again, As 5. 29, 30, 31, 
ay, 32. Then Peter and the other Apoſtles anſwer'd the High Prieſt 
ra- and ſaid, We ought to obey God rather than Men, The God of 
es, ¶ our Fathers raiſed up jeſus, whom ye flew, and hanged on a Tree, 
"th I bim hath God exalted with his Right Hand, to be a Prince and 4 
of | | Saviour 
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Saviour; for to give Repentance to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
And we are his Witneſſes of theſe things; and ſo is alſo the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 
(8.) It appears plainly that God hath given and appointed 
Feſus of N azareth, and him only to be the Chriſt and Saviour, 
his deſtroying Feruſalem, by taking Vengeance on the 
eme, and diſſolving their Church and State, for their cruci- 
fying of him, and for perſiſting obſtinately in their Blaſphe- 
my and Unbelief. Moſes and their own Prophets foretold 
that they would reject the Meſſias when he came, and that 
they would be ſo ſeverely puniſh'd for it; witneſs Moſes, 
Deut. 18. 18, 19. and Iſaiah, ch. 6. 9, 10, 11, 12. and 8. 14, 


15. and Daniel, ch. 9. 26, 27. Feſus of Nazareth alſo fore- | 


told what dreadful Judgments would come upon them for the 
ſame Cauſe, (Mat. 21. from Ver. 33 to 45. and 22. from 


Ver. 2 to 8. and 23. from Ver, 34 to 39. and 24. 2, 15, 16, | 


17 to 21, Luke 19. from Ver. 41 to 45. and 21, from Ver. 
20 to 25.) The fulfilling of thoſe Predictions in the De- 
ſtruction of their City and Temple, in the diſſolving of their 
Church and State, in the ſlay ing of ſo many hundred thou- 
fands of them by the Sword, Famine, and Peſtilence, and 
the baniſhing of the ſurviving Remnant, and diſperſing them 
amongſt the Gentiles to this Day, is a Demonſtration of the 
Innocence of our Lord Jeſus, and of the Righteouſneſs both 
of his Perſon and Cauſe, and conſequently that he was and is 
the true Chrift, the Son of God, and the only Saviour of 
Men; and that the unbelieving Jews were deeply guilty of 
the moſt horrid crying Sin that ever their Nation commit- 
ted, and that the Wrath of God is come upon them to the 
uttermoſt for their crucifying and rejecting the true Chriſt, 
and Saviour of the World. God's rejetting of the unbelieving 
Fews for crucifying and blaſpheming Jeſus our Lord, is a 
manifeſt Proof that he owns our Lord Feſ#us to be the Chriſt 
and the Saviour of the World. See Acts 3. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19. compar'd with 22, 23. And this will appear 
with greater Evidence if we conſider the gth and laſt Parti- 
cular. | 
(9.) Ninthly therefore, and laſtly, it moſt manifeſtly ap- 
pears, that God owns our Lord Jeſus to be the true Chriſt, 
and to be his only begotten and well-beloyed Son, and 25 
e 
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e hath given and appointed him to be the only Saviour of the 
orld ; this I fay moſt manifeſtly appears by the Converſion 
of the Heathens from their abominable Idolatries, and groſs 
Superſtitions and Immoralities to the Faith of Jeſus as the true 
riſt and Son of God; and to the Worſhip and Service of 
e one true God, through the Mediation of him as Chrift 
i= the Lord. For it was of old foretold, and promis'd by Mo- 
>. Wes, and all the Prophets, that when the true Chriſt came, 
d the Gentiles ſhouid be converted unto him, and to God in 
it: and through him, that they ſhould be bleſſed in him and ſa- 
s, ved by him: This is evident from innumerable Prophecies 
4, nd Promiſes of Moſes and the Prophets, yea, and of the 
>- Matriarchs before Moſes. I ſhall inſtance only in a few, as 
je Gen. 22. 18. and 49. 10. Deut. 32.21. Pſal. 2. 8, and 22. 
m ), 28. and 72. 8, 9, 10, 11, 17. Iſa. 2. 2, 3,4. and 11. 9, 
10. and 42. 4, 5, 6. and 49 Chap. throughout. Daz. 7. 13, 
r. 14. Amos 9. 11, 12. Zech. 9. 9, 10. Mal. 1.11. Our 
>- bleſſed Lord Jeſus likewiſe fore-told and promis'd the ſame 
ir Ithing, witneſs Mat. 21. 43. and 24. 14. and 28. 19, 20. 
u- Mark 16. 15, 16. Mat. 8. 11, 12. Luke 24. 46, 47. Now 
d the thing is come to pals accordingly, the Prophecies are ful- 
m Ifilfd, the Promiſes have been made good, the Heathen Na- 
he tions have been call'd, and many of them converted; th 
ch have been turn'd from Idols to ſerve the living and true God; 
is they have been converted unto Faich in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
of brought into a State of Salvation, and to the Hopes of Sal- 
of vation through him. This hath been done by the Name and 
+ Power of our Lord Feſus, and by his Miniſters. And this 
he ſhews plainly that he is the true Chrift, and Saviour of the 
ſt. World; (John 4. 42. and 1 John 4. 14.) for theſe things 
ng were to be done by the true Chriſt when he came, and not 
a before. He was to be the Saviour of the World, and no o- 
iſt ther. He, and he only, was to be a Light to the Gentiles, 
5. and to be for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, 1/a. 49. 6. 
ar | This our Lord Jeſus hath been, is and will be, Acts 13. 46, 
ti- . Therefore it is he and no other, whom God hath given, 
ſent and appointed, to be the Saviour of Mankind; and thus 
p- I have clearly evinc'd that Salvation is to be obtain'd by the 
ſt. Lord Jeſus, and by no other; becauſe God hath given and 
ar appointed, God hath authors'd and commiſſion'd him, and 
ne 


g. 
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no other to be the Saviour of loſt Sinners of Mankind. 


Information. Jeſus, and no other, to be the Saviour; then 
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APPLICATION. 


| Now if it be ſo, as I have clearly proved, 
Uſe 1. of that God hath given and appointed the Lord 


eg we may learn from hence, that certainly 
the Lord Jeſus is an all-ſufficient Saviour, a Saviour every 
way fitted and qualified for this great and good Work of ſa- 
ving Sinners, for the purchaſing Salvation for, and the be- 
ſtowing Salvation upon all that heartily and ſincerely accept 
him, and conſent to take him for their Lord and Saviour. 
For God is infinitely wiſe, and therefore neither would nor 
could appoint one to be the Saviour of the World, who is 
not fit for that moſt important Buſineſs. It is not conſiſtent} 
with his Great, his Infinite Wiſdom, to appoint an only 
Means unto an End, which is not ſufficient to obtain that 
End. . A fooliſh Creature may do ſuch a thing ; but the 
Only, the Infinitely Wiſe GOD can never do ſuch a thing: 
To entertain ſuch a Thought of him is impious; for it 
would be to accuſe Infinite Wiſdom of Folly. . You may 
be ſure then that the Lord Jeſus is an all-ſufficient Saviour, 
furniſhed abundantly with all neceſſary Abilities for the ſa- 11 
ving of Sinners; and therefore it is impoſſible that ever any o 
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Simmer ſhould be loſt and periſh through any Defect in theſ te 
Lord Feſus, whom God hath given and appointed, authori-W # 


zed and commiſſioned to be the Saviour of the World. No, o 
God infinitely Wiſe never ſends and commiſſions any Perſon] ex 
to do any great Work and Service for him, whom he doth} 2 
not furniſh with Abilities abundantly ſufficient for that Work F 
and Service. Let us then be firmly and fully perſwaded off uj 
this great Truth, That God having given, appointed and ſent ar 
Jeſus of Nazareth to be the Saviour of the World, the Saviour G 


both of Fews and Gentiles, he is and muſt be an all-futhcientMl el 
Saviour, and there is no need of any other. W 
2. We may hence be informed of the impious Folly ofſſ in 
Deiſts, who think that the Light and Law of Nature is ſuf-Wo! 
ficient to ſave Sinners, if they live according to that natural F 


Light and Law, or repent of their not doing to. For, (1.) mw p 
8 | eng 
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Men have tranſgreſſed the Law of Nature, and it therefore 
condemns them, and cannot juſtify and fave them. (2.) A8 
for their pretended Repentance, that is no ſufficient Satiſ- 
faction for their Sins agamſt the Law of Nature. God may 
juſtly puniſh them for thoſe Sins, notwithſtanding their Re- 
pentance; as we ſee Magiſtrates acting in God's Name and 
by his Authority, puniſh Sins againſt the Law of Nature, 
even with the Puniſhment of Death, which is a perpetual 
Privation of Life, notwithſtanding the Sinners Repentance, 
(3-) There is no Promiſe at all in the Law of Nature, that Sms 
againſt that Law ſhall be pardon'd upon and for Repentance, 
without any other Conſideration, without any other Com- 

ſation or Satisfaction to the Juſtice and Government of 
the offended Law-giver. God doth not forgive Sins by Ne- 
ceſſity of Nature, but of his Free Will, of his rich Mercy 


and Free Grace, and upon ſuch valuable Conſiderations, as 


he judges ſufficient to preſerve the Honour of his Law, and 
to ſecure the Glory of his governing Juſtice : But what de- 
pends on God's Free Will, and is Matter of Free Grace, can 
never be known by the Light and Law of Nature; no it can 
never be known, unleſs by Promiſe God reveal his Will to 
pardon Sin and fave Sinners, upon ſuch valuable Conſidera- 
tions as he judges fit and neceſſary. By this all may ſee the 
impious Folly of Deiſts, who think to be ſaved by the Law 
of Nature, and by their Repentance, without being obliged 
to Jeſus of Nazareth for Salvation; and yet God hath decla- 

red and demonſtrated to the World, that he hath given him 


only to be the Saviour of the World, and that no Sinner ſhall 


ever be ſaved, but by and for him, 1 John 5. 11, 12. Rom. G. 
23. -I fay that by this we may plainly ſee the Impiety and 
Folly of thoſe Men. (I.) Their Impiety, in that they ſet 
up their little pitiful Wits againſt God's Infinite Wiſdom 

and pretend to 8 found out a Way of Salvation, which 
God hath not appointed, but declar'd againſt : and what 
elſe can be the Meaning of that, but that they would be ſaved 
whether God will or not? The very Thought of which is 
impious, and to be abhorred by all Men that have any Ufe 
of their Reaſon, 2.) We may as plainly ſee their Folly + 
For by rejetting the Way and Means which God hath ap- 
pointed for the ſaving of Sinners, they cut themſelves off 
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from all well-grounded Hopes of Salvation; and ſo they are 
not only God's Enemies, but their own Enemies; they not 
only diſpleaſe and diſhonour God, and his Son the Lord 
Teſas, but they wilfully ruin and deftroy themſelves by their 
obſtinate Refuſal to ſubmit unto and accept of the Lord Jeſus, 
22 God hath given and appointed to be the only Saviour 
ot Sinners. 


3. We may hence learn alſo what a woeful Condition the 


unbelieving Fews are in, ſince they likewiſe obſtinately re- 


fuſe to own and receive Jeſus of Nazareth for the Saviour, 
and to accept of Salvation upon the Terms agreed on between 
God the Father and him. For ſince God hath given and ap- 
Pointed, ſent and commiſſionꝰd him and no other, to be the 
Saviour of the World, the Saviour both of the Fews and Gen- 
tiles, it is moſt evident, that whilſt the Fews continue obſti- 
nate in their Unbelief, and will not have Feſus of Nuxareth 
to he their Prince and Saviour, they are out of a State of 
Salvation, and in a State of Condemnation, the Wrath of 
God abides on them, John 3. 36. and when they die, they 
die in their Sins (John 8. 24.) they die under the Curſe of the 


broken Law, and which is far worſe, under the Curſe of the 


deſpiſed Goſpel, Heb. 2. 3, 4. & 12. 25. St. Paul tells us, 
1 Theff. 2. 16. that in his Time Wrath was come upon them 
to the uttermoſt, for this very Reaſon, becauſe they would 


not have Jeſus for their Saviour; they were unwilling to be 


ſaved by him themſelves, and they were filled with Rage 
againſt his Apoſtles, becauſe in his Name they preached the 


Word of Salvation to the Geptiles, and aſſured them, that if 
they ſmcerely repented, and believed in Jeſus of Nazareth, | 
as the true Chriſt, the Son of God, and Saviour of Men, 


they ſhould be pardoned and ſaved. 

4. We may hence learn how dangerous, and in themſelves 
damnable, are the Errors and Hereſies of the Socinians ; for 
tho? they own Feſus to be the true Chriſt, the Son of God 
and Saviour of the World, in a Senſe of their own; yet 
properly they do not believe and hope to be ſaved by him, 
but by and for their own Works, their Faith, Repentance, 
and Obedience to his Law. For certain it is, that as they 


| deny his eternal Deity, ſo in conſequence thereof they deny 
T 5Þ 1/8 486 + 4 and 
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035) 
and a King properly ſo called, but maintain that he is a Prieſt 
only in an improper and metaphorical Senſe, and that the 
Sacrifice which he offer'd on Earth is an improper Sacrifice, 
and that it doth not property expiate and take away the 
Guilt of Sin ; but only that by his Death, as a Martyr, he 
ſealed and confirmed the Truth of his Doctrine, and left ts 
an Example of Meekneſs and Submiffion to the Will of God, 
and of patient ſuffering for a good Cauſe ; and by his Reſur- 
rection obtained Power to pardon the Penitent: which is in- 
deed ſome part of the Truth; but they leave out the main 
part of it, yea they deny it: They deny that as a Prieſt he 
offered fuch a Sacrifice, as hath ſatisfied the Juſtice of God 
for our Sins, and hath purchaſed for us the Pardon of them. 
In ſhort, they deny that the Lord Jeſus hath redeemed us by 
paying for us a proper Price of Ranſom and Purchaſe ; the 
deny that he hath by his obediential Sufferings and Deat 
properly made any Satisfaction to God's governing Juſtice for 
our Sms, and ſaved us thereby from the Curſe of the Law, 
and Wrath of the offended Law-giver, from eternal Death: 
and everlaſting Puniſhment ; as alſo they deny, that he ha 
thereby purchaſed for us any Good, they deny that he hath 
merited for us Pardon of Sin, Peace with God, Grace and 
Glory, eternal Life, and everlaſting 1 2 ; and on the 
contrary they affirm, that Men are ſaved by their own 


Works done in obedience to the Law of God, which he 
* preached and ſealed with his Blood. 


By all which th 
make the Death of Chriſt void and of no effect, as to th 
prineipal thing that it was defign*d for, according to that of 


the Apoſtle, Gal. 2. 21. If Righteouſneſs come by the Law, then 


Chriſt is dead in vain. If it comes by any Law, and not by 
the Sacrifice of Chriſt, and without the proper Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, then his Death was in vain; for the other Ends of 
his Death might have been obtained by other Means. He 
could have confirmed the Truth of his Doctrine, and he did 
confirm it ſufficiently by other Means, ſuch as the fulfilling 
of Prophecies, and the many and mighty Works which he 
wrought, and to which he appealed for the Truth of his 
Doctrine. So we might have had Examples enough: of 


0 Meekneſs and Patience, and cheerful ſuffermg for a good 
; Cauſe, from the Lite and Death of the holy Prophets and 


E 2 Apoſtles, 


:Apoſiles, and many thouſands of othet holy Men, and from 
Chriſt's own Life, ſuppoſe he had never died, but had been 


(35) 


tranſlated and taken up Body and Soul into Heaven, as Enoch 


and Elijah were; and ſo his Death had been needles. But 
that were to blaſpheme both the Wiſdom, Love and juſtice 
of God, to ſay that he delivered up to ſuch a ſhameful and 


pamſul Death, the beſt Man that ever was in the World, 
even his moſt holy, pure and innocent Son, his Son that ne- 
ver ſo much as once offended him, his Son that always 
pleas'd him in all things, without any other juſt and neceſ- 
ſary Cauſe at all, but becauſe it was his Will and Pleaſure to 
torment the only ſmleſs Man that ever was in the World. 
Surely to entertain ſuch Thoughts of God is to blaſpheme 
his Wiſdom, Love and juſtice, and ſuggeſts to Men hard 
Thoughts of the moſt perfect God, and tends. to diſcourage 
them and frighten them from his Service, leſt after they 
have ſerved him faithfully, he ſhould torment them without 
any juſt. and neceſſary Cauſe, as he did his beloved Son 
Teſus Chriſt. . But now the true Doctrine of Chriſt aſſigns a 
moſt juſt aud neceſſary Cauſe of God's not ſpar ing his own 
Son, but delivering him up to ſuch a Death for us all (Rom. 
8. 32.) It was for the ſetting forth the Glory of his Holi- 
nels and Juſtice in the puniſhing of Sin, and the Glory of his 
Grace-and Mercy in the juſtifying and ſaving of all penitent 
believing Sinners, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it in Rom. 3. 25, 
26. God hath ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt to be a, Propitiation through 
Faith in his Blood to declare his Righteouſneſs : that he might 
he juſt, and the Fuſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus. And, 


2 Cor. 5. 19. God was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, | 


not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them, Ver. 21. For he hathmade 
him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
Riohteouſneſs of God in him. And, 1 Pet. 3. 18. Chriſt once 
fuffered for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to God, &c. And 1 Pet. 2. 24. Chriſt his own ſelf bare our Sins 
in his own Body on the Tree ;, i. e. he bare the Puniſhment of 
our Sms on himſelf, that he might bear it away from us: 
According to that Rev. 1. 5,6. Unto him that loved us, and 
waſbed us from our Sins in his own Blood, &c. And Rev. 5. 9. 
it is written, That he was ſlain, and redeemed us to God by his 
Blood, &c. That his Blood was ſhed for the Remiſſion of 72 
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Mat. 28. 28. And that ir cleanſes us from all Sin, 1 John 1:5; 
rom alh which, and much more that might be ſaid, it 
is evident that Chriſt's Death is our Life, it is the Price that 
hath redeemed us from Sin, and purchaſed for us Grace; is 
is the Price that hath ranſomed us from Death and Deſtru- 
jon, and merited for us Life and Salvation. But now the 
Socinians, by their new falſe Gloſſes, and wreſting of the 
plain obvious Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, make nothing of 
all this; they make the Death of Chriſt void and of no effect, 
as to the principal Uſe and End it was deſigned for, expreſ- 
ſed by our Saviour in Mat. 20. 28. that he came to give his 
Life 4 Ranſom for mam. And Jahn G. 51. that the would 
give his Fleſh for the Life of the World : and by his Apoſtle 
Paul, that he gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, aiſiaur ei drrię rdrren, 
a Counter- price, a Price in the room and ſtead of all, and 
that is a Price that ſhould ſatisfy for their Sins, and deliy 
them from all the deſtructive Effects and Conſequences o 
their Sins; and a Price that ſould purchaſe for them all the 
Good they want and need to make them happy; a Price that 
ſhould merit for them conſummate Salvation in Heavenl 
Glory. Thus God gave, appointed and authorized the Lor 
Jeſus to be our Saviour (Fobn 6. 27.) But the Socinians do 
not accept of him for their Saviour, as God hath given him 
to be the only Saviour of all penitent Believers; and there- 
fore ſince they will not have him to be their Saviour in the. 
way that God hath given and appointed him to be the only: 
Saviour, they have Cauſe to fear (if they do not repent) that 
they ſhall never partake of that eternal Salvation, whereof, 


he only is the purchaſing and meriting Cauſe : For it is 


written that the falſe Teachers, who (Taga54Zvow) 2 
bring in damnable Hereſies, and deny the Lord that bought 


them, bring upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction, 2 Pet. 2. 1 


5. We may hence learn what to think of the Papiſts; they 
indeed acknowledge Chriſt Jeſus to be the Saviour of the 
World, but in fact they deny him to be the only all- ſufficient 
Saviour, as manifeſtly appears by their having invented o- 
ther Saviours in part, and other Means of Salvation, which 
God never gave and appointed to that End; ſuch as their 
own pretended Merits properly ſo called, and their own. Sa- 
tisfactions; as alſo the Merits, Satisfactions and n. 


Je 

of other meer Creatures, Saints and Angels, and 

15 Virgin Mary, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Agnus Dei 85 

* ater, and very many more ſuperſtitious Fopperies. 8 

eſe they truſt, in theſe they put a religious Confi-  .. 

— 25 and by means of theſe they pe to be faved ; where- L 
by they plainly diſhonour Chriſt, they account hin not to be 
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& fuſficient Saviour without theſe * own Inventions, and EF. 
tt theſetheir own Aolatrous and fuperKitious Inventions they © 
give in part the Glory of their Salvation. But Chriſt Jeſus is W 
iyen of God to be our only all-ſufficient Saviour, and he f ff 
Vill fave none but thoſe who believe him to be the only Sa- 
„and as ſueh receive him into their Hearts by Faith 
md Love. It is he only, who by his Sufferings and Satisfa- 
Pee by his * and Interceſſion, brings us to God, | 
4 15 and there is no coming to the Father but by 147 
Him, John 14. 6. "They who would come to God any other , 
way, or or by any other Perſon, preſume to be wiſer than God f 
Riel, and 1 have found out a readier and ſurer 
| 955 y of Aces hind Acceptance with God, than that which ;c 
del elf bath inted, In this they err fumdamentally if 
30" both in Speculation and Practice, and hold 0 
Col. 2. 18, 19. not the Head Chriſt Jeſus, but cut themſelves IF g. 
from him, and all well-grounded Hopes of ar 
Salvation through him. In truth they may be as juſtly ſaid i t 
to have invented another and new Goſpel, as the Seducers 27 
I the Churches of @alatia, who preached up Circumciſion, jg 
Ind the keeping of Moſes his Ceremonial Law, as neceſſary by 
to Salvation; and fo they fall under St. Paul's Curſe, Gal.1. 
8, 9. Whoſdever ſo tranſoreſs, in ſuch fundamental Artic les, g. 
and abide not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, have not God, 2 Epiſt. of li; 
Fon, ver. 9. They have not God for their Father, and if IH 
they have not God for their Father, neither have they the g. 
true Church for their Mother, whatever they may pretend, x 
The Whore of Babylon hath more Right to claim them for 
her Children, and then it will concetn them to look to it 
that Satan be not their Father; for whoever have the Devil 
for their Father, will be fare to have Hell for their Inheri- e 
tance: But bleſſed are all they that truſt in the Son of God, 
and in him alone, for Salvation, Pſal. 2. 12. Whoſoever 
believe in him with an unfeigned Faith, ſhall not periſh, but 
ſhall have everlaſting * Sohn 3. 16, 6. And 
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. And laſtly, we may hence Inorg, that the greateſt Sin- 
S, ners, who live under the Preaching of the Goſpel, may ho 

S. to be ſaved by Chriſt Jeſus, and none ought to deſpair of ol 

- taining Salvation by him: For God hath given and appoint- 
ed him to be a Saviour, and to be an all- ſufficient Saviour; 
and ſo there is a Door of Hope opened in and by him for all 
4 to obtain Salvation. He is in the Scriptures of Truth ex- 
V preſly called the Saviour of the World, John 4. 42. 1 John 4. 
18 14. and the Salvation which he hath purchaſed is expreſl 
1 ſaid to be a common Salvation, Jude, ver. 3. It is certainly h 


common, that none of them to whom the Word of Salvation 
Hh is ſent and preached (Act, 13. 26.) are excluded from par: 
taking of it, but ſuch as exclude themſelves by wilful Im- 
Z penitence and Unbelief. Such indeed are ſaid to forſake 
their own Mercy (Jonah 2. 8.) and if they continue to do {o, 
they will certainly periſh. But that hinders not its being 
d their own Mercy, becauſe it is ſincerely offered unto them; 
and it may be their own, yea it ſhall certainly be their ow 
ch if they heartily embrace it, if they receive it as it is offer 
ly if they receive it with Faith and Love. Our bleſſed 
Id told the unbelieving Jews, that he preached the Word of 
es Salvation to them that they might be ſaved G 5. 340 
of and he complained and lamented that they would not come 


id ſſ to him that they might have Life; but that was their Faulty 
rs and not his: He was ſincere in his Invitation and Offer, 


N, is ſo, and ever will be ſo ſtill: He ſtill ſays in his Word an 

Ty Eby his Miniſters, Let him that is a-thirſt (after Salvation 
come, aud whoſoever will, let him take the Water of Life fre | 
Kev. 22. 17. None therefore ſhould deſpair, but all mould 
of live in hope to obtain Salvation by Jeſas Chriſt, and that 
if Hope ſhou put all upon the Uſe of all the Means which 
God hath appointed to that End. But now ſome may ask, 
nd. What are the Means neceſſary to be uſed for the obtaining of 
Salvation ? I anſwer, the getting of Chriſt the Saviour is 
the only principal Means of obtaining Salvation; and all the 
ſother leſs principal Means are ſubordinate unto and depend 


od upon that, which is the Principal. And this brings me to « 
der end Uſe, of Exhortatin. 

but x 
nd | Uh 
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1 If it be fo, that God hath given and ap. 
"Uſe 2. of pointed his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and no other, toll | 
Exhortation. be the Saviour of the World, and that Salva. | 
eee tion is to be obtained by him and no other; 
then let me exhort you firſt and above all to get Chriſt, the 
only Saviour of the World, to make ſure: of your Interet 
in him. What Solomon in Prov. 4.7, &c. ſays of getting 
Wiſdom, may be juſtly applied to the getting of Chriſt, who 
is the Wiſdom of the Father (Lale 11. 49.) and in whom * 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge (Col. 2. 
3.) and in whom it 151 the Father that all Fulneſs of Grace * 
Would dwell (Col. 1. 19.) That out of his Fulneſs we might re- 
ceive, and Grace for Grace (John 1. 16.) Of this incompa- f 
rable Perſon, the Son and Wiſdom of God, and only Saviour 
of Men, I ſay with Solomon, Wiſdom is the principal thing, 3 
therefore get Wiſdom, & c. Chriſt Jeſus the Son of God, 4 
and Man's only Saviour, is the principal Gift of God; 
therefore get him, and with all your getting, ſee that f 
you get him; yea above all your getting, get him: 
For without getting him you get nothing at all, that will Vv 
avail you to Salvation (1 John F. 12.) but if you get him, 
8 
\ 
P 
C: 
F 
a1 
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ſhall certainly get Salvation with and by him, and all 
other things that are necefſary to your Salvation, neceſſary 
to make you compleatly happy for evermore. For God hath 
given to us eternal Life, and that Life is in his Son, and he that 
hath the Son hath Life, 1 John 5. 11, 12. And it muſt be fo, 
and it cannot be otherwiſe. For, as it is written, Rom. 8. 32. 
He that ppared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things? O then 
let it be your principal Care and Endeavour to get Chriſt the 
Saviour, to get an Intereſt in him, to be vitally united to 
him; and when that is done, you ſhall be ſure to get Salva- 
tion, and all other things that are abſolutely neceſſary there- 
unto. For how ſhall not God with his Son freely give you 

all other things that are neceſſary to make you happy? 
Now if you ask me how you may get Chriſt, and make 
fure of an Intereſt in him? I anſwer, that in order there- 

unto you muſt obſerve theſe Directions following, 

Direct. 1. Firſt be thoroughly convinced, and deeply ſen- 
fible of your great Need of him, that by reaſon of your = 
| ma 
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(4r) 
d- ginal and aftual Sins you are utterly undone without him; 
and that your Help and Hope is in him only. For he offers 
a. himſelf with Help and Relief to ſuch, Mat. 11. 28. 
Direct. 2. Secondly uſe the Means appointed for the get- 
del ting of Chriſt + Such as, (1.) Frequent and diligent Read- 
FN ing of the Holy Scriptures, and ſerious meditating on them; 
for they teſtify of Chriſt (John 5. 39.) and are a Light to di- 
0 rect us in the way to him (2 Per. 1. 19.) (2.) Pray for the 
m Spirit of Chriſt to open unto you the Scriptures (Luke 24. 
2. 32.) and to open your Underſtandings to underſtand the 
Scriptures, (Luke 24. 45.) that in them, as in a Glaſs, you 
may ſee the Glory of the Lord Chriſt, (2 Cor. 3.18) that 
you may ſee him ſet forth in his moſt glorious Excellencies, 
et forth as an all-ſufficient Saviour, able and willing to fave 
all that come unto him, and truly deſire to be ſaved by him; 
and as a ſuitable Saviour, juſt ſuch a Saviour as we want and 
need. (3.) Attend with Application of Mind upon the 
publick Preaching of God's Word; for that eſpecially is 
God's Ordinance for bringing in Souls to Chriſt, and into a 
vital Union with him. Conſider what Chriſt, the perſonal 
Wiſdom of God, faith in Prov. 8. 32, 33, 34, 35- and do not 
grow weary of attending on the publick Preaching of the 
Word, under pretence that you have heard it long to little 
purpoſe ; for that may be too true, and your own fault, be- 
cauſe you have not heard it as you ought to have done. 
However, continue to hear it ſtill with all the Seriouſneſs 
and Attention that you can, For Faith comes by hearing 
God's Word, Rom. 10. 17. Hearing, through God's Bleſ- 
fing on his own Ordinance, is a Means of bringing us to 
Faith, and Faith brings us to Chriſt, and he brings us to God; 
and that it may be ſuch a Means to you, pray with all the 
Earneftneſs you can, that God by his Spirit would make the 
Preaching and Hearing of the Word effectual to bring you 
into a vital Union with Chriſt. (4.) Be earneſtly deſirous 
to have Chriſt on any Terms, be willing to receive him on 
ke his own Terms, i. e. to part with all your moſt pleaſing and 
-e- profitable Sins, that you may get him; to exchange the 
heavy unſupportable Burden of your Sins, with the Yoke of 
n- Chrift, which is eaſy (comparatively eaſy) and with his Bur- 
. den, which is light (Aar. 11. 29, 30.) For the Lord hath 
ö F Promte 
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promiſed that ſuch Defires ſhall. be ſatisfied (Mat. 5. 6.) 
(5-) Conſider Chriſt as offered and given in the Promiſe of 
the Goſpel to all that will receive him; and ſee that you 
cloſe with the Offer, and accept of the Gift. Receive fm 
as Jeſus the Lord, as your Prince as well as your Saviour, 
(John 1. 12. Col. 2.6.) receive him with an affectionate Con- 


ent of Heart and Will; receive him in all his Offices with- | 


out exception, and at the ſame time give your ſelves to 
him without reſerve (2 Cor. 5. 8.) and truſt him with the 
ſaving of your Souls and Bodies, of your whole Man, in the 
way agreed between God and him. And this being done, 
you certainly have Chriſt, and are vitally united to him by 


Faith (Epheſ. 3. 17.) and through him you have Salvation; 
you have the Beginning of it here on the Earth, and a Right 
and Title to the Conſummation of it hereafter in Heaven, 


John 3. 36. 1 John 5. 12.) 


Now in the next place, to ſuch of you as are ſo happy, as | 


to have got Chriſt, as to have an Intereſt in him, and to be 
vitally united unto him, my Exhortation to you is, that you 
would carefully and diligently keep what you have got z for 
it is your Life, your Salvation depends upon it, Heb. 10. 38. 


And in order to your keeping of Chriſt, and continuing in 
Union with him, ſee that, (I.) You keep the Doctrine of 


Chriſt, keep it in your Hearts, and keep it in your Laves 
continue both to believe and practiſe it, then you ſhall have 


both the Father and the Son, 2 Epiſt. John, ver. 9. (2+) Re- 


ſign your ſelves entirely to the Guidance of Chriſt's holy Spi- 
rit, and follow his Conduct (Gal. 5. 16, 17.) ſo ſhall you be 


enabled to keep Chriſt himſelf, and to live in cloſe Union | 


with him. For Chriſt is in thoſe that have his Spirit, and 
live and walk in his Spirit, according- to his Word, Rom. 8. 
9, 10. And the Spirit will enable us to keep faſt hold of 
Chriſt, as it is written, 2 Tim- 1. 14. That good thing commit- 
ted unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in us. 
(3. Keep up the Exerciſe of Faith in the Perſon of Chrift ; 
for he dwells in the Heart by Faith, Epheſ. 3. 17. See then 
that you often put forth and renew these three Acts of Faith, 
to wit, 1, Intellectual Aſſent to all thoſe great and glorious 
things that are ſaid of him in the Scriptures of Truth. 
2dly, Affectionuate Conſent to have him {till for your OO” 
an 
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and Saviour; and ſtiil continue your Conſent to his having 
your Hearts, your whole Hearts, your beſt, your chiefeſt, 
your choiceſt Affections. 34h), Fiducial Recumbency, i. e. 
ſtill continue to truſt him with the ſaving of your whole 
Man, in the way agreed on between God and him : Truſt 
him, for he is moſt truſty ; truſt him for Righteouſheſs 
and Strength, for Grace and Glory. Bleſſed are all they that 
put their Truſt in him, Pſal. 2.12. And that your Faith and 
Truſt may appear to be unfeigned, and of the right kind, 
ſee to it, (4.) That you be faithful to Chriſt in keeping Co- 
venant with him, Rev. 2. 10. & 3. 10, 11. (5.) Keep up 
the Exerciſe of Love to him; for Love is an uniting Grace, 
and he dwells m our Hearts by Love, p. uy 6. 24. John 14. 
23. 1 John 4. 16. (6.) And laſtly, By the Exerciſe of Grace 
be making continual Uſe of Chriſt in all your Intercourſe 
with God, Col. 3. 17. Heb. 13. 15. I Pet. 2.5. Live on 
Chriſt by Faith, Gal. 2. 20. Believe on Chriſt as ſacrificed 
for us, ſo as by Faith to eat and drink his ſacrificed Fleſh 
and Blood; i. e. unite our ſelves more cloſely to him, and 
derive vital Influences from him, for the encreafing of our 
Faith, confirming of our Hope, enflaming of our Love, and 
quickening and exciting us to all holy Obedience, Heb. 5. 9. 


F 2 The 


— — 
_—_— 


” — — 


(44) 8 
— — — R 


— = 
— RR 
— — 


is Ft oz the 


The Second Diſcourſe, le 
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MAT. XXI. 37. the 
But laſt of all he ſent unto them his Son, ſaying, |}: 


they will reverence my Son. Jth 
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HE S E Words are a Part of the Parable of the % 
Vine- yard, of which we read in this 21ſt of Mat- 
thew, from the 33d Verſe, as alſo in Mark the 
12th, from the firſt to the 12th Verſe; and in 
Lake the 20th, from the gth to the 16th Verſe. Now in 
this Parable God the Father is compared to a Man who is an fi 
Houſholder, and who hath one Son, together with many is 
Servants in his Houſe ; and who is likewiſe Lord of a Vine- 
yard, which he furniſhes with all Conveniences, and then „e 
lets it out unto Husband-men, expecting that in due time m. 
they would return him ſome Fruits, and pay the Rent of it. + 
This Vine-yard is the Church, furniſh'd with excellent Laws, Ya 
Ordinances and Privileges : The Husbandmen to whom it is Was 
let out are the Prieſts, or the ordinary Teachers and Rulers Mi 
of the Church, whoſe Office it is to inſtrutt the People, and 
to rule them according to God's Law, and to admit them 
unto, or debar them from, the Privileges of God's Houſe, 
as he hath given Orders to that Purpoſe. The Servants which 
he ſent one after another, to demand the Fruits and Rent 
of the Vine-yard, are the Prbphets, whom he rais'd up and 
ſent as his extraordinary Miniſters, to call the Prieſts and 
People to Repentance of their Sins, and to Faith in the Meſ- 
has, and a conſciencious Obſervance of his Laws. But thoſe 


. VP tbo JJ yy jul. Ju eee Y vw 


we 


pus gud C7 hey. as - 


(45) 
Husbandmen, i. e. the Prieſts and ordinary Teachers and 
Rulers of the Church, frequently from time to time con- 
ſpir'd againſt God's Prophets, and they, with the Help of 
the People, and the People by their Inftigation, fell upon the 
Prophets, and oft-times beat them and abug'd them, and at 
other times kilbd them one after another; ſo that inſtead of 
rendring the Fruits and paying the Rent of Homage and O- 
bedience that they ow'd, they obſtinate ly rebellVd againſt the 
Lord of the Vine-yard, and flew his loyal and faithful Ser- 
vants, who witneſſed againſt their Diſloyalty, and calbd 
them to return to their Allegiance and Obedience unto the 
Lord. After this, the great God, and Maſter of the Vine» 

ard, having one only Son, whom he dearly loved, he ſent 
— alſo to reduce thoſe Rebels, that all might not be loſt, 


that the whole Vine- yard, with its Fruits might not periſh, 
but that as many might be ſaved as ſhould hear, believe and 
obey his Son. But laſt of all he ſent unto them his Son, ſayingy 


they will reverence my Son, 
EXPLICATION. 


For the better underſtanding of theſe Words we muſt con» 
ſider, (1.) That by his Son is meant Jeſus of N azareth, who 
is the Meſſias, the Chriſt, and the Son of the living God. 

(2.) For the underſtanding of the Words, [They will reve- 
rence my Son, or as it is expreſs'd in Luke 20. 13. It may be they 
will reverence my Son when they ſee him.] We muſt conſider 
that they are part of a Parable, wherein God is compar'd to 
a Man, and brought in as perſonating a Man, and fpeaking 
as if he were a Man, and as Men us'd to do; for if God the 
Father were to ſpeak in his own Perſon, and as God, he 
would neither ſay, It may be they will reverence my Son, 
nor yet would he poſitively ſay, They will reverence my Son ; 
For God the Father's Underſtanding is infinite, and he knew 

nfallibly that many, yea, that moſt of thoſe Husbandmen, 
Thoſe Prieſts and Rulers of the Fews, would not reverence 
is Son, but would conſpire againſt him, and kill him, as 
hey did; and as it follows in this ſame Parable, immediate- 
Jy after my Text. But God the Father being here brought 
Into the Parable, as ſuſtaining the Perſon of a Man, it is ve- 
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ry proper and ſuitable that he ſhould be repreſented ſpeaking 
asa Man, and faying, They will reverence, or, It may be 
they will reverence my Son ; for ſo would a Man ſpeak in 
ſuch a Caſe as that. A Man would fay, I have us'd ſeveral 
Means to reclaim thoſe wicked People; I have ſent my Ser- 
vants to them one after another, to call them to Repentance, 
and. to their Duty, and to offer them Pardon and Peace upon 
their Repentance and Return to their Duty: but all is in 
vain, and tono purpoſe ; now what ſhall I do with theſe Re- 
bels? (Zuke 20. 13.) Shall I altogether let them alone, to 
take their own courſe? or, ſhall I immediately deſtroy them 
all? No, I will do neither of theſe things; for I have yet 
one Son, and in all Reaſon they ought to give more Reſpect 
to my Son than they have done to my Servants ; and it is 


like they may give more Credit to him than to them, and | 


ſo accept of the Terms of Pardon and Peace, which he ſhall 
offer them in my Name, and return to their Duty, and 
render the Fruits of the Vine-yard demanded of them: 
Therefore I will ſend my Son to them, and he appearing a- 
mong them in much Meekneſs, with moſt clear Manifeſta- 
tions of Kindneſs and Love, and manifeſt Marks of his be- 
ing my Son, ſent by me with full Power and Authority to 
fave them from the dreadful Deſtruction which will other- 
wiſe come upon them; ſurely they will reverence him; or 
at leaſt it is probable, and it may be, they will reverence him, 
when they ſee him, when they ſee that he is my Son in- 
| deed, my only Son, my beſt beloved Son; and when they 
ſee that he comes to them in Love, that he comes upon a 
Deſign not to deſtroy but fave all that are willing to be ſaved 
upon reaſonable Terms. Thus a good Man, a gracious and 
merciful Prince would ſay; and God accommodating him- 
ſelf to our Weakneſs, condeſcends to put on the Perſon of 
ſuch a gracious and merciful Prince, and to ſpeak unto us as 
a Man, and in the ordinary human Way of ſpeak- 

Luke 20. 13. ing; and ſo he ſays, What ſhall I do with theſe 
Husbandmen ? They have render'd me no good 

Fruit, but evil; for they have abus'd and kill'd my Servants, 
and ſhall I therefore immediately deſtroy them without more 
ado? No, I will not do ſo, but will uſe one Means more, 
to reclaim and ſave them: I have yet one Son, my 8 8 
oyed 
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loved, (e Hark 12.6.) and him Iwill ſend laſt ; for they will 


reverence him; or if they do not, they will be the more in- 
excuſable, and will not be able to alledge any Reaſon why 
they ſhould not be deftroy'd. Thus we are to underſtand 
the Words [They will reverence my Son] as parabolically ſpo- 
ken by God the Father, as ſuſtaining the Perſon of a Man 
who is a Houſholder, &c. And their Meaning is, that they 
would be oblig'd to give more Reſpett to God's Son himſelf, 
than to his Servants, and in reaſon it might be expected that 
(God ſending his'Son upon ſuch a Deſign of Love and Salva- 
tion to loſt Sinners of Mankind, and with ſuch clear Evi- 
dence that he was his Son Indeed, authorized and empow- 
er'd to reveal Salvation to them, to purchaſe it for them, 
and beſtow it upon them) they would reverence him, have 


him in high Eſteem, give him an honourable Reception, be- 


lieve him and truſt in him; and be obedient to him in all 
things. - | 
From the Words thus explain'd we may obſerve ſeveral 
important Points of Doctrine, as (1.) That Jeſus 8 
of Nazareth had a pre- exiſtent Being, as the Doctrine. 
Son of God, before he was conceiv'd in, and 
born of the Virgin Mary; for he was not actu- John 17. 3. 
ally ſent unto the Husbandmen till he was born 
of the Virgin Mary: But he was the Son of God before that; 
for the Text faith, that God the Father laſt of all ſent his 
Son. The Father's ſending him did not make him his Son, 
but ſuppoſeth him to have been his Son before. (2.) Jeſus of 
Naarcth did not uſurp his Office of being the Meſſias, the 
great Prophet, Prieſt and King of the Church, and the Re- 
deemer and Saviour of God's People; for God the Father 
ſent him with Authority and Power to take on him and to 
execute that Divine Office. (3.) After Jeſus of Nazareth, 
we are not to expect any other to reveal a new Doctrine of 
Salvation unto the Church, and to purchaſe Salvation it {elf 
for, and to confer it upon the Church and People of God; 
for God laſt ſent his Son, and after him he will ſend no 0- 
ther to the ſame or the.like End or Purpoſe. (4.) The ſend- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God with Authority and Power 
to reveal Salvation moſt fully and clearly to us, and to pur- 
chaſe it moſt dearly for us, and to beſtow it moſt freely up- 
or 
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on us, being the laſt and beſt, and moſt powerful Means tliat 
ever God will uſe to that End; we ought in all reaſon to re- 
yerence, and it may well be expected of us, that we ſhould 
reverence Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, that we ſhould have 
him in the higheſt Eſteem, that we ſhould give full Credit 
to him, put our whole Truſt in him, and be entirely ſubject 
to his Authority, and obedient to the Laws of his Spiritual 
Kingdom. The 4th and laſt of theſe is the Point which I 
purpoſe, with the Lord's Help to ſpeak unto at this Time ; 
and in the handling of it I ſhall with the Lord's Help do theſe | 
three things; (1.) Shew that God's ſending his Son Feſus Chriſt 
is the laſt and beſt and moſt powerful Means that ever God us'd | 
or will uſe for the Recovery of loſt Man, and for the ſaving 
of his People. (2.) That we ought to reverence Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, becauſe it clearly appears that he is the Son of God, 
ſent and authoriz d to ſave us, and becauſe he is the laſt and 
ſo the moſt powerful Means for ſaving us; he is moſt willing 
and able to ſave us. (3.) Wherein our reverencing of him 
conſiſts, and how we ought to reverence him. | 
8 ) God's ſending his Son Jeſus Chriſt, is the laſt and beſt 
and moſt powerful Means that ever God uſed, or will uſe, 
* the Recovery of loſt Man, and for the ſaving of his 
le. 

| 5 God's ſending of his Son is the laſt Means, (I mean 
the laſt great and ee Means to which all other leſs 
principal Means are ſubordinat) for the Recovery of loſt Man, 
and for the ſaving of his People. God indeed had us'd Means 
for the Recovery of loſt Man before he actually ſent. his Son; 
and this is manifeſtly implied in his ſending his Son laſt, for 
that neceſſarily ſuppoſes that he had ſent his Servants before; 
and by thoſe Servants he had foretold that he would ſend his 
Son, and he had promis'd alſo to ſend him for the ſaving of 
His People; and had inſtructed them to look for Salvation by | 
Faith only in him who was to come. Acts 10. 43. To him 
give all the Prophets witneſs, that through his N ame whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhall receive gray 7 of Sins. God was never 
wanting to his own People, in ſuch things as were neceſſary 
to their Salvation for the Time they lived in, and according 
to the Diſpenſation they lived under. Before God ſent his 
Son he had reveal'd himſelf, and made known his Will - all 
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Men, by the Light of Reaſon and Law of Nature; and to 
his Church alfo, by ſuper-natural Revelation ; he had clear- 
ly ſhew'd himſelf to be upon Terms of Reconciliatiqn with 
loſt Sinners of Mankind, and had given them alſo ſome Inti- 
mation of the Means whereby he would be reconciled to 
them; he had ſaid, that the Seed of the Woman ſhould break the 
Serpent*s Head, Gen. 3. 15. And that Abraham ſhould have a 
Seed in which all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, 
Gen. 22.18. Yea, he had ſaid, that Abraham | 
believed in the Lord, and he counted it to him Gen. 15. 6. 
for Righteouſneſs. The Chaldee Paraphraſe ſaith, | 
That Abraham believed in the Word of the Lord, and he 
counted it to him for Righteouſneſs. It was the | 
ſecond Perfon, the eternal Word, or Son of God, John 8. 55. 
that appear*d in a Viſion to Abraham, and Abra. 

ham faw him and his Day, and rejoiced, and believed in him; 
he believed in the Son of God, and it was counted unto him for 
Righteouſneſs. Moreover, God had inftituted Sacrifices, and 
ordain'd them to be Types and Shadows of the great Sacrifice 
of the Son of God m —.— Nature; and in Virtue thereof, 
and as offer'd in Faith, looking thro? them unto the Sacrifice of 
the « Meſſias, they were Means of Expiating Sin, and render- 
ing God propitious to his People. All this and more God 
had done before the Coming of Chriſt, and ſo had not been 
wanting in 5 Means for the Salvation of his People; 
but all theſe Means were comparatively dark, obſcure, and 
imperfect, and proved not effectual unto the ſaving of many 
of the Sons of Men : Therefore in great Love and Mercy to 
Mankind, God was pleaſed at laſt to ſend his Son. in human 
Nature, as he had often promis'd by his Prophets; and by 
his Son he gave forth ſo full and clear a Revelation of Salva- 
tion, and of the way to obtain it, that there is no need of a- 
ny other new objective Revelation thereof: And fince this 
made by the Son is ſo full and clear, that there needs no o- 
ther, it muſt be the laſt, after which we ought to expect na 
other; for God will do nothing in vain. Chriſt the Son of f 
God is the Light of the World, and the Sun of the Church, 
who hath brought Life and Immortality to Light by the Go- 
ſpel, 2 Tm. 1. 10. And therefore no other is to be expect- 
ed after him and his Spirit in the Apoſtles, to bring us new 
| . & ob- 
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objective Revelations of Salvation, and the Way to obtain 
it. Hence the Goſpel Diſpenſation of the Son of God is ſaid 5 
to be the one and the only one, which was to ſucceed the | 
Moſaical and Legal Diſpenſation, and ſhall never be chang'd | 
to give Place to any other in this World. This is clear from | 
Hag. 2.6, 7. compar'd with Heb. 1 2. 26, 27. where, for this | 
ſame Reaſon the Apoſtle calls the Goſpel Diſpenſation of the | 
Son of God, a Kingdom that cannot be moved or ſhaken, but 
muft always remain to the World's End, v. 27, 28. And as 
the Son of God hath brought us the fulleſt and cleareſt Ob- 
jective Revelation of the Doctrine of Salvation; and therefore 
it is the laſt: So he hath offer'd for us the beſt Sacrifice to 
expiate and take away our Sins, and hath brought in the beſt 

Righteouſneſs for purchaſing of our Salvation, Heb. 9. 23, 
26. and 10.11, 12, 14. Dan. 9. 24. Rom. 3. 21, 22. and 5. 
19. Phil. 3. 9. and therefore it is the laſt too, and we are 
not to look for, nor admit of, any other Sacrifice expiatory 
of Sin, nor any other Righteouſneſs meritorious of Life an 
Salvation, but that of Chriſt, 

2. As God's ſending of his Son is the great and laſt Means, 
foit is abſolutely the beſt and moſt powerful Means that e- 
ver God uſed, or will uſe, for the Recovery of loſt Man, 
and for the ſaving of his own People. And this is conſequent 
upon its being the laſt ; for this is God's Way of Working 
| without himſelf; both in his Works of Nature and Grace, 
to go on gradually, and to proceed ab imperfettioribus ad perfe- 
ctiora, from the leſs perfect to the more perfect. Thus he 
did in the firſt Creation of this viſible World. He made 
the more imperfett Creatures before Man, and after, that, on 
the ſixth Day, he, laſt of all, made Man, the moſt excel- 
Jent of all the viſible Creatures in this lower World : and 
thus he did al ſo in the new Creation, and in providing Means 
for the Recovery of loſt Man ; he firſt ſent his Servants one 
after another, but his Son, whom he valued moſt, he ſent ' |] * 
not till laſt. But to be more particular, the Truth of this, 

(to wit, that the ſending of the Son of God is the beſt and 
moſt powerful Means that ever God us'd or will uſe for the 
| Recovery of loſt Man, and for the ſaving of his People) I 
I ſy the Truth of this will appear by theſe four following 
| - Conſiderations. 

Conſider. 
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Conſider. 1. It appears the Dignity of his Perſon, ' 
Ke th Son of God > But Vn of all No Rae unto them 
his Son, ſaith the Text. And he was not an ordina- 
ry Son, but he was the Son of God, x , by way of 
Eminence, He was not a created Son, Angel or Man ; for 
ſo the Servants whom he had ſent before were the Sons of 
God, they were his Sons by Creation, and alſo by Regene- 
ration and Adoption ; but he was the Son of God after ano- 
ther and higher Manner, after a moſt incomprehenſible and 
unutterable Manner, he was the Son of God by eternal Ge- 
neration, the Mode and Manner whereof not being reveaPd, 
it cannot be comprehended nor expreſſed by the moſt illu- 
minated Man upon the Earth, nor, it may be, by any An- 
gel in Heaven. Prov. 30. 4. What is his Son's Name, if thou 
canſt tell? Mic. 5. 2. His goings forth have been from of old 
from everlaſting. Prov. 8. 25, 26. Before the Mountains were 
ſettled, before the Hills was I brought forth; while as yet he had 
not made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor the higheſt Part of the 
Duſt of the World, He was the eternally begotten and 
the only begotten Son of God, (Fohz 1. 1, 3, 14-) He was 
the Son of God ſo as no other ever was, or could be; he was 
the Son of God ſo as to be God the Son, of the ſame Nature 
and Eſſence with God the Father, John 10. 30, &c. He 
was the eternal Word made Fleſh, John 1. 14. or God ma- 
nifeſted in the Fleſh, (1 Tim. 3. 16.) the true God, (i John 
5. 20.) the great God, (Tit. 2. 13.) over all God bleſſed for 
ever, (Rom. 9.5.) And he muſt needs be God over all; for 
he created all; by him were all things made, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made, (John 1. 3.) He 
is the firſt efficient Cauſe, and laſt End of all things, as it is 
written, Col. 1.16, 17. By him were all things created that are 
in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Pom- 
ers: All things were created by him, and for him: And he is he- 
fore all things, and by him all things conſiſt. This ſhews the 
- Dignity of his Perſon ; that he was indeed a Perſon of infinite 
Dignity, Worth and Excellency : and therefore the Father's 
ſending of him muſt needs be the beſt and moſt powerful 
Means for the Recovery of loſt Man. God the Father had 
no greater Meſſenger than this Son of his to ſend, This Son 
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of God was a Perſon of infinite Worth and Excellency, and 
therefore beſt and moſt able to recover loſt Man, and to ſave 
God's People from their Sins; for he himſelf was and is the 
miꝑhtv God, 1/a.9.6. and therefore mighty to fave, Iſa. 63. 1. 
Conſider. 2. This appears by his Dearneſs to God; for he 
was not only near to God the Father, as being his Son, but 
he was alſo moſt dear to him as being his beloved Son, Luke 
20. 13. his well-beloved Son, Mark 12. 6. the Son of his 
Love, Col. 1. 13. His Son that never offended him ; his Son 
that always pleaſed him, his Son in whom was his Delight 
from all Eternity, Prov. 8. 30. Now ſince he was ſuch a Son, 
not only ſo near but ſo dear to God the Father, we are ſure 
that whatever he did for the Recovery of loſt Man, and re- 
ſtoring him to the Favour of God, would be moſt pleaſing 
and acceptable to the Father ; and therefore he was the beſt 
Perſon that could be for the effecting of that great Work of 
recovering loſt Men, and reconciling them to God. 

_ Conſider. 3. This appears by his being very ſuitable to the 
Work of dealing with Men in God the Father's Name, in 
order to their Recovery to the Grace and Favour of God; for 
he was both the Son of God and the Son of Man ; and there- 
fore very ſuitable to mediate between God and Men, in or- 
der to their Reconciliation. (I.) As he was the Son of God, 
and ſuch a Son too as is before deſcrib'd and declar'd, we are 
ſure that he would be very tender of the Intereſt of his Fa- 
ther, and would take all Care to ſecure his Honour and Glory, 
and would do nothing either to ingratiate himſelf with Men 
or to procure the Good and Happineſs of Men, that ſhould 
any way interfere with the Glory of his Father who had ſent 
him, John 7. 18. and 8. 29, 49, 50. and 17. 4. (2.) As he 
was the Son of Man, and a true Man like unto us in all things 
except Sin, having all things eſſential to the Human Nature, 
we are ſure of theſe four things, 1. That he was in that Re- 
ſpe& a very ſuitable Perſon to come unto Men, to teach and 
inſtruct them in a Way accommodated, to the Weakneſs of 
Human Nature. If God had ſent an Angel to deal with 
Men, and to inſtruct them, his Appearance would have been 
apt to fright and amaze them; and his way of Teaching 
would not have been ſo ſuitable to the Weakneſs of Human 
Nature; And if God the Father, or any of the three 1 
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Perſons had come to deal with Men, and had appear'd in all 
his Glory, without the Vail of human Nature drawn over it; 
that would yet much more have frighted, amaz d, and con- 
founded Men; it would have ſtruck them blind, or rather 
dead: For no Man in this frail, mortal State, hath ſeen, or 
can ſes God in his Glory immediately and live: But now the 
Son of God having become the Son of Man, by aſſuming the 
human Nature unto perſonal Union with his divine Nature; 
and. ſo uſing his human Nature as a Vail to cover, and in a 
great meaſure to hide the Glory of his divine Nature and 
Perſon, he is admirably ſuited to us; he is ſuitable ta con» 
verſe freely and familiarly among Men without frightning 
them, and to inſtrutt them in a Way accommodated to their 
own natural way of inſtructing and learning of one another, 
2. We are ſure that he was in that Reſpect ſuitable to ſet us 
a Pattern, and to give us an Example of holy Living. It is 
true indeed that we ought to be Followers of God, as dear 
Children, (Eph. 5, 1.) We ſhould endeavour to be like unto 
God himſelf in his imitable Perfections; to be perfect as he 
is perfect, (Mat. 5.48.) and holy as he is holy, (I Pet. 1. 
15, 16.) But yet it muſt be confeſt, that the imitable Per- 
fections of the Divine Nature, as Divine, are fo very ſpiri- 
tual, and ſo infinitely above us, that there is no proportion 
between them and us, and ſo they are not a Pattern propor- 
tioned and ſuited to our mean finite Natures; as the human 
Nature, and its Perfections in the Son of God, Chriſt Feſus, 
are; fo that the Son of God, as he is alſo the Son of Man, 
is admirably ſuited to be a familiar and ſome way proportio- 
nable Pattern of holy Living for us to imitate. And hence 
it is, that we are ſo often calbd upon to imitate him, Mat. 
11, 29. John 13. 14,15, 34. Eph. 5. 2. Phil. 2.5. I Pet. 2. 
21. 1 John 2.6. be 
3. We are ſure, that he was in that reſpect ſuitable to be 
ö Our mereiful and faithful High Prieſt, Cc. Heb. 2. 175 18. 
compar'd with Heb. 4. 15. for having condeſcended to be- 
come a true Man himſelf, he cannot but be a hearty ſincer 
Lover of human Nature; and if ſo, then aſſuredly he will 
be very tender of, and true and faithful to, its beſt Intereſt, | 
and will promote and procure its true Good and Happineſs ſa 
far as is conſiſtent with the good Will and Glory of his wm 
| ther 
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ther that ſent him, John 6. 37, 38, 39, 40. This the Angels 
plainly ſaw to be the Conſequence and Effect of his being born 
into the World; and ſo becoming the Son of Man; and 
therefore at his Nativity they ſung as it is written, Luke 2. 
14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and on Earth Peace, Good Will 
fowards'Men : And the Apoſtle faith, that on the Account 
of his being a true Man like us in all things, except Sin ; he 
is touched with the feeling of our Infirmities,and having been temp- 
ted himſelf, he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted, Heb. 4. 


God's ſending his Son in our Nature, as he did, is the beſt 
Means for the Recovery of loſt Man to the Favour of God, 
by reaſon that the Son of God, ſo ſent, is beſt ſyited to the 
Work which 1s to be done, in order to Man's Recovery ; he 
is beſt ſuited to inſtruct Men by his Doctrine, to give them a 
good Example by his Life and Converſation ; and to pity and 
lp them in all their Miſeries and Diſtreſſes. 
4. And J add in the 4th Place, that the Father's ſending 
him in human Nature, is the beſt Means for the Recovery 
of loſt Men to the Favour of God ; becauſe his being Man 
ſuits him to the great Work of ſuffering for us, ſo as thereby 
to ſatisfy the Juſtice of :God for our Sins, and to redeem us 


on for us, and redeemed us; it being ſuitable and neceſſary, 
that as human Nature had ſinned and offended, ſo human 
Nature ſhould ſuffer for Sin, and ſatisfy for the Offence : 
He was then admirably fitted for and ſuited to the Work he 
came about, by being Man; for ſo he had where- 

Heb. 8. 3. withal to offer a proper and ſuitable Sacrifice to 
WI” God for the appeaſing of his Wrath, and the ex- 
piating of our Sins. Hence he ſays by the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 
5. Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldſt not; but a Body haſt thou 


1 prepared me, or fitted me. The Meaning is, That God the 


| Father would not accept of the Sacrifices of Bulls and Goats, 
| as the Means to expiate and takeaway Sins; but he prepar'd 
a Body for his Son, or he fitted him with a Body, that is, 
with the Nature of Man, that he might have ſomewhat to 
| offer that would be a ſuitable Sacrifice, and effectual to take 
ll away Sin; which it was impoflible for the Legal Sacrifioes 
to do, | Con- 


15. compar'd with Heb. 2. 17, 18. Thus it appears, that 


from Sin and Death. For if he had not been Man, he could 
not have died for us, nor conſequently have made Satisfacti- 
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Conſider. 4+ This appears not only by his being as the Son of 
God, and Son of Man, ſuitable both to deal with Men in God's 
Name, and with God on Mens behalf; but alſo by this that he 
was admirably fitted and qualified in his human | 
Nature with Wiſdom and Power, for that great 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
Work of recovering loſt Men to the Favour of 
God. And I thus ſhew that he was fo fitted and qualified: 
(1.) He was inſpired in a much more high and excellent 
manner than either Moſes or any other of the Prophets that 
were before his Incarnation : For he was anointed with the 
Oil of Gladneſs above his Fellows, Heb.1.9. He received not 
the Spirit by meaſure, John 3. 34. But it pleaſed the Father 
that m him all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, Col. 1. 19. All the 


| Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge were hid in him, Col. 


2. 3. He was full of Grace and Truth, Jahn 1. 15. By this 


means he was fitted and qualified to execute his Prophetical 
Office at ſuch a wonderful rate, as neither Moſes nor any o- 


ther Prophet ever did, or ever could do. He ſpake as never 
Man ſpake, John 7.46. He ſpake fo, that all who heard him 
wonder'd at the gracious Words which proceeded out of his 
Mouth, Luke 4. 22. He was the beſt Preacher that ever o- 
. his Mouth to ſpeak in the Name of God. When he 

d finiſhed his moſt incomparable Sermon on the Mount, re- 
corded in Mar. 5,6, 9th Chapters, it is ſaid that the People 
were aſtoniſhed at his Doctrine; for he taught them as one having 
Authority, and not as the Scribes. The Scribes taught the 
People traditionally; ſuch a Rabbi ſays this, and ſuch a Rab- 
bi ſays that; but Chriſt the Son of God taught the People 
with the Authority of God himſelf. He taught them from 


the immediate Divine infallible Aſſurance of the Truth of 


every thing which he taught, as John the Evangeliſt faith, 
John 1. 18. No Man hath ſeen God at any time; the only begot- 
ten Son which is in the Boſom of the Father, he hath declared 
vim: And ſurely he was abſolutely the fitteſt Perſon to de- 
clare him; for lying always in his Father's Boſom, he muſt 
needs be perfectly acquainted with all the ſecret Myſteries of 
his Nature and Will. See John 3. 11, 31, 32. 

(2.) As he had more Light, ſo he had more Power than 
Moſes, or any Prophet that went before him ; for he was 


| anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, Acts 10. 38. 


And 
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And Cr.) He had Power to make his Doctrine externally 
eredible, by doing ſuch miraculous Works for the Confirma- 
tion of it, as no other Men ever did, John 15. 24. If Thad 
not done among them the Works which no other Man did, they 
had not bad Sin; but nom, '&c. (2.) He had Power to make 
his Doctrine to be mwvardly and cordially believed; for he 
had Power over Mens Hearts and Wills; he could enlighten 
and enliven them, and encline them gently, and yet effica- 
cioully, to believe his Doctrine, and become his Diſciples 
whenever he pleaſed, and according to his Commiſſion fem 
his Father that ſent him, John 6. 37, 38, With one effe- 
cual Touch of his Spirit and Grace upon their Hearts, he 
could make Men leave all that they had in the World, and 
come after him and be his Diſciples. He could not only in- 
fallibly open to them the Scriptures, Luke 24. 27, 32. but 


he could inſuperably open their Underſtandings alſo to un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, Luke 24. 45. Acts 16. 14, Hence 
St. Paul ſaith, x Theſſ. 1. 5. that the Goſpel came to the The/- | 


falonians, not only in Word, but alſo in Power, and in the 
Holy 'Ghoft, and in much affurance. And St. John faith, 
1 John 5. 20. We know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given ut an Underſtanding to know him that is true, &c. By 
fs alſo it appears that he was admirably fitted and qualified 
to be ſent upon the Work of recovering loſt Sinners. | 
(3.) In him, i. e. in his human Nature, dwelt all the Ful- 
neſs of the Godhead bodily, Col. 2. 9. ſo that by virtue of the 
moſt wonderful Umon of his human Nature to his Divine 
Perſon, he was both God and Man, he was God-man. Now 
this of his being truly God, did put an infinite Worth and 
Value upon all that he either did or ſuffered for the reſtoring 
of loſt Sinners to the Love and Favour of God. This made 
His Righteouſneſs and Obedience, his obediential Sufferings, 
both meritorious and ſatisfactory, This put ſuch an infinite 
Value, in a moral eſtimation, upon his ſhedding of his Blood 
for us, that it made it abundantly ſufficient to be the Price 
of our Redemption, Act, 20. 28. Heb. g. 14. And God the 
Father having ſent and ordained him to be our Redeemer and 
Saviour, he could not but be fully ſatisſied with, and accept 
of his Obedience and Blood; and in conſideration thereof he 
cannot but be reconciled to as many of the lapſed Race of 
ts Mankind, 
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Mankind, as unfeignedly believe in Chriſt his Son, and ſin- 
cerely repent of their own Sins. And thus I have ſhewed, 


that God's ſending his Son is the laſt and beſt, and moſt power- 


ful Means that ever God uſed, or will uſe, for the Recovery 
of loſt Sinners of Mankind, and for the ſaving of his People. 
Second Head. 

I paſs to the ſecond thing propoſed, that we ought to re- 
verence Jeſus of Nazareth, becauſe it clearly appears that he 
is the Son of God, ſent and authorized to ſave us, and becauſe 
he is the beſt and moſt powerful Means to fave us; he is moſt 
willing and able to ſave us; yea he is the only ſufficient and 
all- ſufficient Means whereby we can be ſaved. And (1.) we 
ought to reverence Jeſus of Nazareth, becauſe he is the Son 
of God, and true Meſſiah, Surely it cannot be denied by 


any that knows and believes that there is a God at all, but 


that if he have a Son, and ſuch a Son as I have before deſcri- 
bed, he deſerves to be reverenced, and we can never anſwer 
it to God, if we do not highly reverence him. Nor, (2. ) 
can it be denied but that, if Jeſus of Nazareth be that Son of 
God, ſent and authorized to be our Saviour and Redeemer, 
we ought alſo highly to reverence him as ſuch. It remains 
therefore in the third place, that I ſhew you briefly how it 
doth appear that Feſus of Nazareth 1s indeed that Son of God 
ſent and authorized to be our Saviour and Redeemer, And 
I affirm that it doth clearly appear by this, That God who 
made and governs the whole World, hath given more ſignal 
Teſtimonies to him as his Son, and hath confirm'd the Divine 
Authority of his Miſſion more evidently, certainly and un- 
controlably, than ever he did to any other Perſon before or 
after. This Aſſertion I thus make good by theſe following 
Conſiderations. 

1. All the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament concerning 
the Son of God, and the Meſſiah or Chriſt, have been fulfilled 
in him and no other, and all the Marks given in antient Pro- 
phecies to know the Meſſiah by, when he ſhould come, agree 
to him and no other, He is the Woman's - | 
Seed (and the Virgin's Son) that was to bruiſe Gen. 3, 15. 
the Serpent's Head. He is that bleſſed Seed Ita. 7. 14. 
promiſed to Abraham, in which all the Na- Gen. zz. 18. 
tions of the Earth were to be bleſſed. He is 
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the true Shiloh, that was to come when the 
Gen. 49. 10. Scepter departed from Judah, and unto whom 
| the gathering of the P&ple was to be. He is 
Deut. 18. 15, the Prophet like unto Moſes, whom God was 
18, 19. to raiſe up from among the Jews, to be a Law- 
| giver unto the Church of God. He is the 
Ila. 53. 5,6 Perſon propheſied of by Iſaiah, upon whom 
| God was to lay the Iniquity of all his People, 
and who was to bear their Puniſhment for them. He is the 
Perſon propheſied of by Daniel in his gth Chapter, that he 
Thould come about the End of the 70 Weeks, and ſhould 
| do the Work there mention'd, Ver. 24. He 

is the Deſire of all Nations, who was to appear 
Hag. 2.6, 7,9. in the ſecond Temple, and to fill it with ſuch 

a ſpiritual Glory, as ſhould ſurpaſs the tem- 
poral Glory and Beauty of Solomon's Temple. He is the 
Mal. 3. 1 Angel of the Covenant, of whom Malachi ſaid 
that he ſhould ſuddenly come to his Temple. 
He is that Son of God, of whom David propheſied in the ſe- 
cond Pſalm, where God ſaid of him, Thou art my Son, this 
Day have I begotten thee, &c. And kiſs the Spn, leſt he be an- 
ory. Fe is that Holy one, of whom the ſame David pro- 


him under the Power of Death, nor ſuffer him to ſee Cor- 
ruption. And of whom it was propheſied in the 8th Pſalm, 
that after he had been made a httle lower than the Angels, 
he was crowned with Glory and Honour, and that all were 
1 put in ſubjection to him. And in the 22d 
Plal. 22. 16, Pſalm, that after they had pierced his Hands 
18, 27, 28. and his Feet, and divided his Garments and 
caſt Lots upon his Rayment, all the Ends of 
the World ſhould remember, and turn unto him, becauſe 
the Kingdom 1s his, and he 1s the Governour among the Na- 
tions, &c. I have not time to run through all the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament concerning the Son of God and the 
Mefliah ; but this I will fay, that it is eaſy to ſhew they are 
all fulfilled in Jeſus of Nazareth, or will be fulfilled in Horry 
and they never did, nor do, nor can agree to any other. 
The Harmony of the Prophets in the Old Teſtament with 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, is an 
irrefra- 


Pheſied in the 16th Pſalm, ſaying, - that God would not leave 
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irrefragable Argument that our Jeſus is the true Chriſt, the 
Son of the living God. It is an Argument more irrefragable 
than a Voice from Heaven, as Peter tells us, 2 Pet. 1. 19. And 
I think that of the Angel, Rev. 19. 10. The Teſtimony of Jeſus 
is the Spirit of Prophecy, is thus to be underſtood, That the 
Spirit of Prophecy is the Teſtimony of Jeſus, #4] HN, 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, with others in the 
New already fulfilled, are the moſt ſignal Teſtimony of God 
unto Jeſus, that he is the true Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God. Thus the Spirit of God glorifies our Jeſus, as he ſaid 
in John 16. 13, 14. But more of this afterwards. + 

(2.) John the Baptiſt, who was a holy and good Man, 
whom the Fews took for a Prophet, bore witneſs unto Jeſus, 
that he was the true Chriſt, and the Son of God, John 1. 29, 
30, 32, 33, 34. and John 3. 28————34, Cc. 

(3.) God owned him for his Son ſeveral times by a Voice 
from Heaven, and commanded to hear him ; as at his Bap- 
tiſm, Mat. 3. 17. and at his Transfiguration, Mat. 17. 5. at- 
teſted alſo by Peter, who was one of thoſe who heard it, 
2 Per.'t. 16, 17, 18. 

(4.) God was with him confirming his Word by many and 
great, certain and evident Miracles in his Life and at his 


Death, done before many Witneſſes, and thoſe not only 


Friends, but Enemies alſo, Acts 2. 22. & 10. 38, 39. 

.) God ſignally own'd him for his Son by raifing him 
from the Dead the third Day, according to his own Predi- 
ction, and by taking him viſibly up into Heaven before many 
Witneſſes, Act, 17. 31. Rom, I. 4. Acts 1.9, 10, 11. He 
did indeed alſo raiſe himſelf from the Dead, John 2. 19, 21. 
& 10. 18. But I do not argue from that at preſent, All that I 
now ſay, is, that if he was really raiſed from the Dead, it 
was God that raiſed him ; for none has Power to raiſe the 
Dead, but God alone: And 1 think no Man in his Wits, who 
knows that there is a God, will ſeriouſly ſay, that any created 
Power can raiſe the Dead without the Power of God, and 
againſt the Power of God. But if he had not been the Son 
of God and the true Chriſt, as he proteſs'd and declar'd him- 
ſelf to be, God would not have put forth his Wonder- 
working Power to raiſe him, nor would he have given Power 
to any other to raiſe him ; becauſe that would have been to 
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Ye” raiſe a falſe Prophet from the Dead to delude the World, 
yea to delude the beſt People in the World. But it is im- 
poſſible, as being repugnant to the Perfections and Providence 
of God, to de lude the World, to delude the beſt People in 
the World, that truly honour, reverence and love his Name. 
It is then moſt manifeſt, that if God hath raiſed him from 
the Dead, he hath thereby owned him to be his Son, and 
| = true Chriſt, and Saviour of the World, All the Difficulty 
then lies here, whether God hath indeed raiſed him from the 


| - Dead? And to prove that, conſider, 


(6.) That God hath made it appear that he raiſed him 
from the Dead, by convincing his Diſciples of the Truth of 
his Reſurrection. For if he had not riſen according to his 
own Promiſe and Prediction, and appeared often to them, 
and converſed many Days with them, they muſt needs have 
known that he had deceived them and betrayed them, and 
expoſed them to Hatred and Ruin; and therefore being ſuch 
poor- ſpirited timorous Men as they naturally were, th 
would never have offer'd to bear witneſs of his Reſurrection, 
which they had no Aſſurance of: nay, to recover the Favour 
and Friendſhip of their Rulers and Country-men, who had 
crucified him, they would have gone and told them that he 
had deceived them; and that tho? he promiſed before his 
Death to riſe again the third Day,and to come unto them and 
comfort them, yet they had neither ſeen him nor heard from 
him, ſo that they knew nothing of his ReſurreCtion : Or if 
they had ſtolen his dead Body out of the Grave whilſt the 
Watch ſlept, according to that ſelf-confounding Lie, which 
the Infidel Jews put into the Mouths of the Soldiers that 
watched the Sepulcher, then they had known infallibly that 
he was not riſen ; and therefore it is in all reaſon to be ſup- 
poſed, that to reconcile themſelves with his Enemies, and to 
ſave themſelves from Perſecution, and it may be to get a Re- 
ward, as alſo to teſtify their Abhorrence of his having de- 
ceived them; they would have gone to their Rulers, con- 
feſſed the Truth, and deliver'd up his dead Body, which 
they had hid. But whatever be of that, yet this is evident, 
that being poor timorous Men, they would never have gone 
about openly as they did, and ublickly proclaimed his Re- 
ſurrection, and charged their Rulers with having ſlain the 
e | | Son 
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Son of God and the much look d for Meſſias, if they had not 
been convinced and very ſure that he was really riſen from 
the Dead. There is nothing aſſignable that could move them 
to do ſuch a thing, without full Conviction and great A ſſu- 
rance of Mind that he was riſen m truth. But now who 
could convince them, and give them ſuch Aſſurance of his 
Reſurrection, but God who raiſed him? There is none o- 
| ther could give them that inward Aſſurance, 
and withall encourage them to go and pub- Acts 4. 29-33. 
lickly profeſs their inward Aſſurance in the 
face 51 the greateſt Dangers. It was God then who convin- 
ced and aſſured them by the great Evidence of the Matter 
of Fact to their outward Senſes, and by the inward Impreſ- 
ſions he made upon their Minds, and alſo by the Power of 
the Spirit wherewith they were endued from on high, which 
wrought ſuch a ſudden Change on them before many Wit- 
neſſes of Enemies, that they could not but know aſſuredly, 
that it was the Effect and Evidence of his Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion, and the Performance of his Promiſe to baptize 
them with the Holy Ghoſt within a ſew Days, and to give 
them a ſupernatural Power from Heaven to qualify them to 
be the courageous Witneſſes of his Reſurrection, Acts 1. 4, 
5, 8. & 2. 1, 2, 3, 4, &c. Here then we ſee, that it ap- 
pears that God himſelf raiſed Chriſt from the Dead; and it 
appears not meerly by the verbal Teftimony of the Diſciples 
and Apoſtles, the Human Witneſſes of his Reſurrection; 
but alſo, and that chiefly, by the moſt real Teſtimony of 
God and his holy Spirit confirming the Apoſtles verbal Te- 
ſtimony, by enabling them to ſpeak and act far above the 
Power of any Cauſe in created Nature: as it is written, 
Act, 4. 33. & 5. 32. Heb. 2. 3, 4. John 15. 26, 27. & 16, 
13, 14. | 
.) God not only gave unto the Apoſtles the Holy Ghoſt, 
as is faid ; but he gave them Power to confer the ſame Spi- 
rit in his extraordinary Gifts and Graces upon many others 
who believed in Jeſus through their Word, Ad, 8. 17. & 
19. 6. See alſo Acts 10. 44, 45, 46. & 11. 15, 16, 17. 
Thus did God further own Jeſus to be his Son and the Meſ- 
far. And this continued in the Chriſtian Church for ſome 
Ages; Ithink I may fay with ſome Confidence, thoſe _ 
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(62) 
ordinary Gifts of the Spirit continu'd, more or leſs; during 
the whole time of the Church its being under Heathen Per- 
ſecution, and till the Goſpel was received in moſt Parts of 
the then known World. 

(8.) God owned Feſws to be his Son, and the true Chriſt, 
by wonderfully proſpering the Apoſtles and Apoſtolical Men 
in propagating the Chriſtian Faith, and converting the Na- 


tions to it, againſt all the Power and Policy, Rage and Ma- 
hee of Men and Devils, who conſpir'd to oppoſe it, and to 


root it out of the World; and this was done by plain Preach- 
ing, holy living, and patient ſuffering, and by continuing 
the Power of working Miracles, with other extraordinary 
Gitts, for the Confirmation of Chriſtian Faith, for a long 


time. 


(90 God owned Tefus to be his Son, and the true Chriſt, 


by deſtroying the Fewiſh Church and Polity for blaſpheming 
and crucifying him, and for continuing obſtinate in their 


Unbelief, and by diſperſing the Jews up and down the 
World, and by his Judgments upon them from that time to 


this. And all this according to the Prediction of Jeſus re- 


corded in Luke 19th and 21ſt Chapters, and in the 21+ of 
Matthew after my Text, in the Application of the Parable. 


If Jeſus had not been the Son of God and Meſſias, the Jeme 


had done the beſt Service to God in crucifying him, that 
ever their Nation did ; and therefore God, who is the Ho- 
ly, Juſt, and Good Governour of the World, would not 


have ruined them, but rather blefſed and proſpered them 


after they had done it ; but it is viſible that God hath curted 


them and plagu'd them from that time to this; therefore 
they did moſt wickedly in crucifying our moſt Bleſſed and 


Holy Lord Feſ#s : and conſequently he certainly is what he 
declared himſelf to be, the Son of God and the true Chriſt. 
Lay all theſe things together, and it will be evident beyond all 


Poſlibility of rational Contradiction, that never did God con- 


firm any ones Miſſion by ſo many and ſuch ſignal and infal- 
lible Teſtimonies, as he did that of our moſt Holy and Glo- 
rious Lord Jeſus. Now it thus appearing ſo clearly that 


Jeſus of Nazareth is the Son of God, ſurely we ought to re- 


yerence him as ſuch, it may in all reaſon be expetted of us. 
Got doth not bid us reverence him for his Son, without giv- 


ing 
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ing us abundant Evidence and Aſſurance that he is his Son- 
But having given us ſuch Evidence and Aſſurance, if we re- 
verence not his Son, we do not reverence but diſhonour him- 
ſelf, John 5. 22, 23, and accordingly he will deal with us. 

Now this brings me to the third and laſt thing I propog'd . 
to ſpeak unto, to wit, wherein our Reverencing of him con- 
ſiſts, and how we ought to reverence him. : 

Now our reverencing of him conſiſts in theſe following 
Particulars : (1.) In having an high Eſteem for him in our 
Minds. (2.) In being well affected towards him in our Hearts. 
(3.) In ſubjecting our Soulsunto him. (g.) In ſpeaking well 
of him. (5.) In obſerving all his Ordinances and Inſtitutions, 
and in obeying the Laws of his Spiritual Kingdom, 

(1.) Our Reverencing of Jeſus the Son ot God, conſiſts in 
our having an high Eſteem for him in our Minds. This is 
the firſt thing we do in reverencing any Perſon whatſoever. 
Firſt of all we eſteem him according to the Worth and Ex- 
cellency which we apprehend to be in him; and according to 
the Dignity which we know him to be advanc'd unto; but 
ſo it is that Jeſus the Son of God is a Perſon of the greateſt, 
yea, of infinite Worth and Excellency in himſelf, and he is 
advanc'd to the greateſt Dignity. This is evi- 
dent, for (1.) as he is the Son of God, ſo he is John10.30, 


of the ſame Divine Nature with his eternal Fa- 


ther, and hath all the Worth and Excellency of God, which 
is abſolutely infinite, and the greateſt imaginable, or poſſi- 
ble. He is God, (John 1. 1.) the true God, (1 John 5. 20.) 
the great God, (Tz:t. 2. 13.) the mighty God, (1/a. 9. 6.) 
God over all, bleſſed for evermore, (Rom. 9.5.) He is the 
firſt Cauſe that made the World, and all things therein, 
(John 1. 3. Col. 1. 15, 16. Heb. 1. 2, 10, 11,12, and 3. 3, 4.) 
He is alſo the laſt End for which all things were made. He 
made all things for himſelf and his own Glory, (Col. 1. 16.) 


and fo all things are his own, (John 1. 10, 11. Heb. 3.6.) 


What one makes for himſelf, it is his own ; and if he not 
only form it, but alſo out of nothing create and make the 
Matter of it, it is abſolutely his own, and he has an eſſen- 
tial, independent, and ſovereign Dominion over it; but ſo 
it is, that Jeſus the Son of God made all things for himſelf: 
He created all chings of nothing: He not only gave wm 
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their Shape or Form, but he alſo made the very Matter out 
of which this World was form'd, (John 1. 3. Col. 1. 16.) 


Therefore he hath an eſſential, independent, and ſovereign 
Dominion over all. He is God over all, bleſſed for evermore, 


Nam. 9. 5.) Whence it follows manifeſtly that he hath in 


himſelf all the Worth and Excellency of the Divine Nature, 


and that is abſolutely infinite, and fo it muſt needs be the | 
greateſt, abſolutely the greateſt that it is poſſible for by | 


Perſon to have. In this then confiſts the Reverence whic 


we owe to Jeſus the Son of God, that we eſteem him accord- 


ing to his Worth and Excellency : But his Worth and Excel- 
Jency 1s the wan and greateſt that any Perſon can poſli- 


bly have, becauſe it is abſolutely infinite, and the ſame with | 
the Worth and Excellency of the Father, as he is one and 


the ſame God with the Son : Therefore we ought to have 


che higheſt Eſteem for him, even the ſame Eſteem which we 


have for the Father, as God. We ought to reverence him 
ſo as to have an infinite Eſteem for him: I ſay, we ought to 
have an Eſteem for him which is objettively infinite: We 
ought to acknowledge in him, and aſcribe unto him an infi- 
mite Worth and Excellency, even the infinite Worth and 
Excellency of the true God, and as ſuch the ſuper-emi- 
nent Excellency of being the firſt Cauſe and laſt End of 
all, the Owner of all, and the Sovereign Lord of the 
whole Creation, who, as he is one God with the Father, 


he hath one and the ſame eſſential, abſolute, indepen- 


dant Dominion over all which the Father hath. Thus 
we are to reverence Jeſus as the Son of God, and as God the 
Son. We are to eſteem him with the higheſt Eſteem poſſi- 
ble, and to aſcribe unto him all poſſible Excellency and Per- 
fection. We are to acknowledge that all the Good we are, 
have, or do, is from him, as the firſt Cauſe ; and we ought 
to give the Glory of all to him as the ultimate End. 


2. As we ought to reverence him by eſteeming him ac-- | 
eording to the Worth and Excellency that is in him, as be 


is the Son of God in a peculiar and ſupereminent Manner; ſo 
we ought to reverence him, by eſteeming him according to 
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the Dighity which he is advanc'd unto, as he is the Son of 
Man, in a Way that is proper and peculiar to himſelf, and 
incommunicable to any other Man. Now Jeſus Chriſt, as he 
is the Son of Man; ſo his human Nature is moſt highly dig- 
nified, and that, 1. By its moſt wonderful and inexpreſſible 
Union with the Divine Nature, in the Perſon of the eter- 
nal Word, Hence it is written, Col. 2. 9. that in him, (i. e. 
in his Human Nature) dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the God-head 
bodily ;, and it is by reaſon of his perſonal Union, that the 
Man Jeſus is ſaid to be God over all, bleſſed for evermore, 
This is an Honour that is not given to any of the glorious 
Angels, or glorified Saints in Heaven, nor to the holieſt 
Man upon Earth; and therefore in this Reſpett, in reſpect 
of the perſonal Union of the Human Nature to the Divine, 
with the Conſequence thereof; the Human Nature of Jeſus 
is dignified far above all other Creatures, whether Angels or 
Men: Yea, it is thus fo very highly dignified by its ſo near 
Relation and Union to the Divine Nature, in the Perſon of 
the ſubſtantial Word; that in an extrinſecal relative Conſi- 
deration, aud moral Eſtimation, it may be ſaid, that tho? it 
be ſtill finite in it ſelf, yet it is infinitely dignified above all 
other Creatures. | | 

2. As Jeſus the Son of Man his Human Nature is thus 
moſt highly dignified by the Grace of Union; ſo is it moſt 
highly dignified above all other Creatures, by its habitual 
Graces, wherewith it is adorn'd and beautified, and whereby 
it is qualified for the great Work it is ordain'd unto, In this 
Reſpett he is ſaid to be anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with Power, Acts 10. 38. to be anointed with the Oil of Glad- 
neſs above his Fellows, Heb. 1. 9. to have received the Spirit 
not by Meaſure, (as others do, Eph. 4. 7.) but above Meaſure, 
John 3. 34. That it pleaſed the Father, that in him all Fulneſs 
ſhould dwell, Col. 1. 19. That all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


+ Knowledge are hid in him, Col. 2. 3. and that he is full of Grace 


and Truth, John 1. 14. Theſe things cannot be truly ſaid of 
any other Creature, whether it be Angel or Man ; but they 
are all truly affirm'd of the Man Chriſt Jeſus: Therefore his 
very Human Nature is grac'd above them all; and by reaſon 
of the Spirit and Graces wherewith he is endued and adorn'd, 


it is dignified far above all other created Nature. And then 
| : I it 


it follows that we reverence him by eſteeming him to be thus 
graced and dignified above all other Creatures whatſoever. 
3. Jeſus the Son of God, as he was the Son of Man, he was 


moſt highly dignified above all meer Creatures in reſpect of 


the moit high and honourable Office to which he was call'd; 
and that is the Office of being the ever infallible, the abſolute- 


{ ly infallible Prophet; the only propitiating, reconciling 


Prieſt, and the only moſt powerful and wiſe, gracious and mer- 


ciful, faithful, juſt and peaceful King of the whole Catholick 


Church, and righteous Judge of the Quick and the Dead. 
No other but he was ever capable of ſuch an high Office, and 
none was called to it but he ; and indeed he was called to it. 
He did not uſurp it, but God calld him to it. God raiſed 
him up to be a Prophet unto his Church, like unto Nioſes, 
(Deut. 18. 15, 18, 19. with Ads 3. 22, 23.) but far above 
Moſes, (Heb. 3.3,4,5, 6.) God anointed him with his Spi- 
rit, and ſent him to preach good Tidings, 5. e. the Goſpel, 
Oc. (1a. G 1. 1, 2, 3. 42. 6, 7. and 49. 6. compar'd with 
Lake 4. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.) Nor did he uſurp the Prieſt- 
ly Office, but God alſo call'd him to it, (Heb. 5.5.) God 
ordam'd him, and that with an Oath, to be a Prieſt for ever 
after the moſt noble Order of Melchixedet, ( Pſal. 110. 1, 


4. compar'd with Heb. 5. 5, 6, 10. and 7. 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 


22.) To this high Office, God calbd and ordain'd him with 
an Oath, that he and he alone ſhould be Prieſt for ever, and 
that as he had no Predeceſſor, ſo he ſhould have no Succeſſor, 
that none ſhould ever participate with him in his Prieſtly 


Office. Moreover, that he might have wherewithal to offer 


a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of his People; and alſo 


+ that he might have a moſt holy Place within the Vail, to 


enter into with the Blood of his Sacrifice, to intercede in the 
Virtue of it for the Reconciliation and Salvation of his Peo- 
ple, God firſt prepar'd him a Budy, or fitted him with a Bo- 
dy, (Heb. 10. 5.) i. e, the human Nature, which he might 
offer as a ſuitable and effectual Sacrifice to take away Sm, 
which the Sacrifices of Beaſts could not do. And when he 
had offer'd it up in Sacrifice on the Croſs, God raiſed him a- 
gam from the dead, and took him up into Heaven, the true 
Holy of Holies ; that he might there appear for us-as our a- 
toning reconciling Prieſt, and might always continue to exe- 


cute 
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cute his Prieſtly Office, in making Interceſſion for us, (Heb. 
IO. 12, 13, 14. and 7. 24, 25,26. and 9. 11, 12, 24.) him, 
and him only did God thus glorify by putting him in his 
Prieſtly Office, In like manner, it was God that calYd him, 
and him only, to the moſt high Office of being the moſt gra- 
cious and glorious King and Head of the whole Catholick 
Church, and Judge of the quick and the dead. He did not 
uſurp this Part of his great and comprehenſive Office, no 
more than he uſurp'd the other; but God ordain'd him to it, 
and delegated unto him this royal and judiciary Power, as it 
was foretold and promis'd before under the Law, (1/a. 9. 6,7. 
Jer. 23. 5,6. Pſal. 2.6. and 8. 5, 6. and 22. 27, 28, &c.) ſo 
we find it fulfilꝭd in our Lord Jeſus, as the Son of Man, un- 
der the Goſpel, witneſs what is written, Luke 1. 31, 32, 33. 
and John F. 22, 23, 27.) Thus was he dignified as the Son 
of Man, above all meer Creatures whatſoever, in regard of 
the moſt high and honourable Office that he was duly ad- 
vanc'd unto ; and we reverence him by eſteeming him ac- 
cording to the Dignity of his ſaid high and honourable Office; 
we reverence him by acknowledging him to be the only 
Mediator and Reconciler between God and Man ; the only 
Prophet, Prieft and King of the whole Catholick Church, and 
the only Judge of the Quick and the Dead: And that he only 
is fit and worthy ſo to be. 

(J.) Jeſis, as the Son of Man is moſt highly dignified a- 
bove the whole Creation, by being put by his glorious Ex- 
altation into the full Exercife of his foreſaid Office; and by 
being put into the Poſſeflion of all the high Prerogatives and 
Privileges that belong to his Office. He was indeed call'd to 


his Office, and did exerciſe many Parts of his Office, whilſt 1 


he was here on Earth, in his State of Humiliation. But 
there were many other things belonging to his Mediatorial 
Office that could not be done in his State of Humiliation ; 
but being paſs'd through that State of Humiliation, and en- 
ter'd upon his State of glorious Exaltation, he is in the full 
Exerciſe of his Office, and in Poſſeſſion of all the high and 
honourable Prerogatives and Privileges that belong to it. 
Now as Prophet he teaches the whole Catholick Church by 
his Spirit ſent down from Heaven according to his Promiſe, 
(1 Pet. 1. 10. 11, 12.) and therefore he faith over and over, 
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He that hath an Ear let him hear, what the Spirit ſaith unto the 
Churches, Rev. 2. 7, 11, 29. and $16.1 3, 22.3-* -* 

As Prieſt alſo, he now appears before God for us in the 
Holy of Holies above, and there continually preſents his Sa- 
criace, and in Virtue thereof intercedes for us, Heb. 9. 1 2, 
24. 1 John 2.1, 2. Rom. 8. 33, 34. 

In like Manner, as our Mediatorial King, he is now in the 
full Exerciſe of his Royal Power and Authority, and enjoys 
the high and glorious Prerogatives and Privileges 
Heb. 2. 9, 10. that belong to his Kingly Office: And now we 
| reverence him by having the higheſt Eſteem for 
him according to the glorious Dignity that he is duly ad- 
vanc'd unto, Now we reverence him by acknowledging that 
it is his communicable Glory to be the only infallible Pro- 
phet that infallibly teaches the whole Church on Earth, in- 
wardly by his Spirit, ſent down from Heaven into his Peo- 
ples Hearts, according to his written Word which he hath 
outwardly put into their Hands, Now we reverence him 
acknowledging that it is his incommunicable Glory to be the 
only merciful and faithful Prieſt of the whole Church, the 
only Mediatorial Prieſt between God and Men, that inter- 
ceeds above continually for all his People, and by whom we 
all have Acceſs to God, and find Acceptance with God, both 
of our Perſons and Services, (John 1 4. 6. Acts 4. 12. Eph. 2. 
18, and 3.12. and 1.6. Heb. 4. 14, 15, 16. 1 Pet. 2.5.) 

Toirdly, Now we reverence him by acknowledging that he 
who was dead is alive, and lives for ever, and hath the Keys 
of Hell and Death, Rev. 1.18. i. e. hath Power over Hell 
and Death; that he hath all Power in Heaven and in Earth 
given unto him, Mat. 28. 18. that he hath full Power to in- 
ſtitute Ordinances, and to give Laws unto his whole Church, 
and to appoint Officers in his Church; and to govern his 
whole Church by his own Laws and Officers, Mat. 28. 18, 
19, 20. Mark 16.15, 16. Luke 24. 46, 47, 48, 49. Eph. 4. 
8, 11, 12. 1 Cor. 12. 28. That he hath Power over all 
Fleſh ; that he may give eternal Life to as many as are given 
him, John 17. 2. That God hath exalted him with his Right 
Hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
unto 1/rael, and Remiſſion of Sins, A#s5. 31. That God 
the Father hath ſet him at his own Right Hand w 20 
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heavenly Places, far above all Principality and Power, and 
Might and Dominion, and every Name that is named; not 
only in this World, but alſo in that which is to come; and 
hath put all things under his Feet, and hath given him to 
be Head over all things to the Church, Eph. 1. 20, 21, 22. 
Or as it is Phil. 2.9, 10, 11. that God hath highly exalted 
him and given him a Name above every Name, that in the 
Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhould bow, &c. That he is Lord 
of all, Lord of Lords, King of Kings, As 2. 36. and 10. 
36. Rom. 14. 9. Rev. 1.5. and 19. 16. That the good An- 
gels are all made ſubject unto him, reverently worſhip, and 
readily obey him, 1 Pet. 3. 22. Heb. 1.6. Acts 12. 11. Rev. 
I. I. and 19. 10. and that the Devils tremble through fear 
of his Wrath ; and whether they will or not are forced to 
yield unto his infinite and inſuperable Power, Rev. 1. 18. 
e Wat. 12. 28, 29. Luke 10. 17, 18, 19, 20. Acts 26. 17, 
18, Thus do we reverence him, by having the higheſt 
Eſteem for him in our Minds, according to the infinite 
Worth and Excellency of his Divine Nature and Perſon, as 
he is the Son of God ; and according to the moſt high and 
honourable Dignity which he is advanc'd to, as he is the Son 
of Man.We reverence him by believing all his infinite Excel- 
Jencies and PerfeCtions, all his ſupereminent Glories and Dig- 
nities, and by moſt highly eſteeming him accordingly, Fi- 
nally, we reverence him by acknowledging that he is the on- 
ly Perſon ordain'd of God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead, 
Acts 10. 42. Amen. | 

Secondly, Our reverencing of Jeſus the Son of God conſiſts 
in being well affected towards him in our Hearts; and this is 
conſequent upon our high Eſteem of him; for if we highly 
eſteem him, as aforeſaid, in our Minds and Judgments, we 
ſhall certainly be well affected towards him in our Hearts and 
Wills; for ſuch an Eſteem of him in our Minds and Under- 
| fandings, will undoubtedly through Grace cauſe a pious Af- 
fection towards him in our Hearts and Wills. And then that 
2 pious Affection to him in our Hearts will again, 
I. Influence and byaſs our Mind or Underſtanding, and 


3 incline it to aſſent to all that he affirms, and to give fullCre- 


dit to him and his whole Doctrine. It will incline us to be- 
lieve all the great and gloriqus things which the holy Spi- 
5 W rit 
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rit ſaith of him in the Scriptures of Truth. Vea, it will in- 
cline us to believe that all is mfallibly true, which he ſaith of 
himſelf, or of any other Perſon or thing ; for we cannot be 
enduc'd to think that a Perſon of ſuch infinite Worth and 
Excellency m himſelf, and adyanc'd to ſuch high and glori- 
ous Dignity by God, either can be deceiv'd himſelf, or that 

he can or will lye and deceive us. 

2. That pious Affection to him in our Hearts will influ- 
ence our Wills, and incline us to deſire earneſtly to have a 
Perſon ſo finitely excellent in himſelf, and fo highly digni- 
fied by God, to have him for our Prince and Saviour, for 
our Prophet, Prieſt and King, our Mediator and Advocate : 
It will make us willing to have him, and heartily conſent to 
take and receive him in all his Offices, and to give up our | 
whole ſelves, Soul and Body, without reſerve, to be taught | 
by him as our infallible Prophet, to be reconciled unto God | 
by him, as our atoning propitiating Prieſt; and to be go- 
vern'd and ſanctified, pardoned, protected and ſaved by him, 
as our moſt powerful and wiſe, faithful and true, righteous 
and merciful, gracious and glorious King. 

3. Next to this, the foreſaid pious Affection to him in our 
Hearts, together with our having received him with a hear- 
ty Conſent of Will, and our having given our ſelves entirely 
to him, will make us repoſe our whole Truſt and Confidence 
in him; it will make us confidently truſt in him for Righ- 
teouſheſs and Strength, for juſtifying and ſanctifying, for | 
ſtrengthening, comforting, and glorifying Grace. In ſhort, 
it will make us truſt him as a Perſon infinitely truſty, truſt 
him with our All, truſt him for Time, and truſt him for 
Eternity; truſt him with our Souls and Bodies to be ſaved : 
from Sin and delivered from Wrath, in the Way agreed up- 
on between the Father and him. This is to have our 
Hearts well affected to Jeſus the Son of God; and in this 
Heart-Affection to him doth our reverencing of him next 

conſiſt. 1. We reverence him when from a pious Affecti- 
on of Heart and devout Inclination of Will, we give an ab- 
folute full Credit to him in all things, firmly believing al! 
the great and glorious things that are written of him, and 
believing all the Doftrines and Duties, Promiſes and Threat- | 
nings revealed or commanded by him. 2. We —_— ; 
BY 
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him alſo when from the ſame pious Affection of Heart, and 
devout Inclination of Will, we earneftly defire to have him, 
and gladly conſent to receive him ; and when ; 
we do indeed with a hearty Conſent receive John 1. 12. 

him in all his Offices for our Prince and Savi- 3 | 

our; and when at the ſame time renouncing 5” 

the Devil, World and Fleſh, we give our ſelves, our whole 
ſelves, Soul and Body, without reſerve, unto him : And then, 
3. We reverence him, when from the ſame devout Principle 
and Biaſs of Heart and Will, we put our whole Truft and Con- 
fidence in him, when with our All we truſt him as infinitely 
truſty ; when we truſt him for obtaining by his Means what- 
ever Good we really want and need; and for Dehverance 


from whatever hurtful Evil we feel, and from whatever de- 
ſtructive Evil we fear. In ſhort, we reverence him by truſt- 


ing him with our Souls and Bodies for Salvationfrom Sin, and 
Deliverance from Wrath to come, eat. 12. 21. John 11. 
25, 26. Rom. 4. 20. 

Thirdly, Our reverencing of Jeſus the Son of God, conſiſts 
in ſubjecting our Souls unto him. In all our Reverence of 
Superiors, there is and muſt be ſome Subjection; it is eſſen- 
tially included in the Reverence due to a Superiour, ſo that 
there can be no Reverence of a Superior without ſome ſort 
of Subjection to him. But then as there are ſeveral ſorts of 
Superiors, ſo there are ſeveral ſorts of Subjection to them. 
We have here in this viſible World, Human Superiors, 
whom we ought to reverence, and in reverencing them we 
muſt be ſubject to them with a human Subjection, that is, 
we muſt ſubject our outward Man unto them, and unto that 
Power and Authority which God hath given them over us. 
But God not having given them any ſuperior Power and 
Authority immediately and directly over our Souls and Con- 
{ciences; we are not bound in revereneingthem to ſubject our 
Souls and Conſciences immediately and directly unto them 
and their Authority. This ſort of Subjection to Men Chriſt 
plainly forbids, when he ſays, Mat. 23. 8, 9, 10. Be not ye called 
Rabbi; for one is your Maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are Bre- 
thren, And, Call no Man your Father upon Earth; for one is 
your Father, which is in Heaven, &c. Here our Saviour for- 


bids us to receive unto our ſelves, or to give unto any other 
Mer. 
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Men, fuch a Reverence as implies and ine ludes in it an im- 
mediate and direct Subjection of the Soul and Conſcience to 

a Human Power and Authority. The ſame thing is forbidden 

by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 23. when he ſays, Te are bought with 

a Price, be not ye the Servants of Men, Hence he ſets Bounds 
and Limits to the Obedience which Children owe unto their 
Parents, Ephe/. 6. 1. ſaying, Children, obey your Parents in the 
Lord; for this is right. In like manner he puts a Limitation 
and Reſtriction upon that Subjection which Wives owe unto 
their Husbands, Col.3.18. Wives, ſubmit your ſelves unto your own 
Husbands, as it is fit inthe Lord. And ſo likewiſe St. Peter ſhews 
why and how far Subjects ought to ſubmit themſelves to their 
Rulers, 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14, 15- If any ſhould demand why 
and for what reaſon we ſhould ſubmit our ſelves to the King, 
and to ſubordinate Governours under him? St. Peter tells us, 
Ver. 13. that we ſhould do it for the Lord's ſake. If again it 
ſhould be asked how far we ſhould ſubmit our ſelves to them? 
the Anſwer is implied in the Words of Ver. 15. to wit, fo 
far as it is good and lawful to ſubmit, ſo tar as we ſhould do wel 

in ſubmitting, and ſo far as it is the Will of God that we ſhould 
fubmit. But it was never the Will of God, that we ſhould 
fubmit and ſubject our Souls and Conſciences immediately 

and directly to any Human Authority. 1 
But now (2.) We have a Divine and Heavenly Superiour, 
God in Chriſt, who hath Power and Authority over our Souls 
and Conſciences directly and immediately; and therefore ö 
unto God in Chriſt we owe an abſolute Submiſſion and Subje- 
, ion of Soul and Conſcience immediately and directly. Such 
| is the Subjection which we owe unto Jeſus the Son of God; it 


is an immediate and direct Subjection of Soul and Conſcience : 
For he hath an immediate and direct Power and Authority 
over our Souls and Conſciences; he hath it eſſentially of him- 
: ſelf, as he is one God with the Father (John 10. 30. Rom. g. 

5. Col. 1. 15, 16. John 1. 1, 3.) and he hath it by Communi- 
cation and Delegation from the Father, as he is Mediator 
| between God and Man, John 5. 22, 27. And ſince he hath 2: 
| ſuch'a direct and immediate Power over our very Souls and 
; Conſciences, as well as over our Bodies, it follows by neceſſary 
& Conſequence that we owe a direct and immediate Subjection 
of our Souls and Conſciences unto hin. And our Reverence 
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of him partly conſiſts in this internal Subjection of our 
Souls unto him; and the Holy Scripture aſſures us, that as 
the Son of Man and Mediator he hath this Power and Authos+ 
rity over our Souls, that we may honour and reverence him 

ſubjecting our Souls unto him. It is ſaid in Jahn 5. 27. 

t the Father hath given him Authority to execute Judg= 
ment, becauſe he is the Son of Man. And a little before in 
the ſame Chapter, at Ver. 22, 23. That the Father hath com- 
mitted all Judgment to the Son, that all Men ſhould honour the 
Son, as they honour the Father. And in Phil. 2. 9, 10. it is 
written, That God hath highly exalted him, and given him 4 
Name above every Name, that in the Name, or through the 
Name, 5. e. the Power and Authority of Feſus, every Knee 
ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and things 
under the Earth, i. e. that all ſhould be ſubject to him; that 
not only Bodies, but Souls alſo, and all created Spirits, ſhould 
be ſubject to him. And thus we reverence Jeſus the Son of 
God, by ſubjecting our Souls unto him, and in our Hearts 
acknowledging him to be Lord of our Conſciences. We re- 
verence him by ſubmitting our Underſtandings to his Omni- 
ſcient Wiſdom, as our divinely infallible Prophet; and by 
firmly and ſtedfaſtly believing the profoundeſt Myſteries of 
Chriſtian Religion, upon his Teſtimony revealing them, as 
well knowing that his Teſtimony cannot be falſe : For he 1s 
our Maſter, Mat. 23. 10. our Maſter whoſe Office it is to 
reveal unto us by his Word and Spirit, all the Myfteries of 
Religion, even the Nature and Will of God, ſo far as it is 
neceſſary for us to know them, John 1. 18. & 15. 15. & 
16. 13, 14, 15. Mat. 28. 19, 20. And he is ſuch a Maſter 
as cannot be deceived himſelf, for he knows all things (Johns 
21.17.) He knows all things as God; and as Man and Me- 
diator between God and Man, he ſpake nothing but what he 


knew, and teſtified nothing but what he had ſeen, Fohn 3. 


11. 32. And as he is a Maſter that cannot be deceived him- 
ſelf, ſo he neither can nor will deceive us, becauſe, as God, 
he is infinitely good and true, yea infinite Goodneſs and 
Truth; and as Man and the Son of Man, he is the faithful 

and true Witneſs, Rev. 3. 14. and therefore will not lie; 
yea he cannot lie, for God gave him not the Spirit by mea- 
ſure, John 3. 34. but in him dwelt all the Fulneſs of the 
55 K God 
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Godhead bodily; Col. 2. 9. We do then but reverence and 
honour him as we ought, when we ſubmit our Underſtand- 
ings to him, fo as to believe him in all things, and ſo as to 
bring into Captivity every Thought (or Notion of ours) to 
the Obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10. 5. ag | 

And as we reverence him by ſubmitting our Underſtand- 
ings to his Wiſdom as our Divine Prophet and Teacher; ſo 
we reverence him by ſubjecting our Wills to his Will; and 
our Conſciences to his Authority, as our ſpiritual Head, our 
glorious King and Royal Prieſt upon the Throne. For ſo he 
i, he is the ſpiritual Head of the whole Church, and every 
Member of it; and we reverence him as Head by ſubjecting 
our ſelves unto him and his Orders (1 Cor. 11. 3. Epheſ. 5. 
23,24.) He is our glorious King, King of Nations (Fer. | 
10. 7.) King of Kings, and Lord of Lords (Rev. 19. 16.) 
and more efpecially as Mediator he is abſolutely and directly 
8 . King of Saints, (Kev. 15. 3.) He is our Royal Prieſt upon 
Ss the Throne (Heb. 3. 3,6.& 10.21. Zech. 6. 13.) and there- 
fore he deſerves to bear the Glory; and we give him the 
Glory that is due to him, we reverence him as we ought, by 
ſubmitting to all his Goſpel Orders and Inſtitutions, and by 
ſubjecting our Souls and Confciences to his legiſlative and 
governing Power and Authority, Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20. and 
whoever refuſe to be thus ſubject to him, they are Rebels 
and Deſpiſers of him, and accordingly he will deal with 
them: He will treat them as Rebels, and Deſpiſers of his | 

Power and Authority, (Pfal. 2. 9. Luke 19. 27. Rev. 19. 115 
12, 13, 14, 15. 

Fourthly, Our reverencing of Jeſus the Son of God con- 
fiſts im ſpeaking well of him. It is not enough that we re- 
verence him mwardly, by having an high Eſteem for him in 
| our Minds; by being well aſfettod towards him in our Hearts, 

1 and by ſubjecting our Souls and Conſciences to him; but it 
; 


is neceſſary that we reverence him alſo outwardly ; that wwe 

. outwardly expreſs before others the inward Reverence which 
we have for him in our own Souls. And this we do in part 
by ſpeaking! well of him, by confeſſing him before Men, 
. Mat. 10. 32. by confeſſing with our Tongues that he is Lord, 

Phil. 2. 11. and by a profeſſed Subjection unto his Goſpel, 
A2 cr. 9. 13. This is always neceſſary, that we ſhould not 


CY” | 
only believe in our Hearts that God hath raiſed him from 
the Dead, but that we ſhould be ready to confeſs with 

our Mouths, that being raiſed from the Dead, he is Lord bath 

of the Dead and of the Living, Rom. 14. 9. It is neceſſary, 

I fay, always, both in order to our own Salvation (Rom. 10. 

9, 10.) and alſo in order to our reverencing of him: but 

at this time it is more eſpecially neceſſary, becauſe now 
there are many Mouths opened againſt him, to diſhonour himg 
ſome ſaying that he is but a Man that was born of a Virgin, 

and dad ns Being before; others ſaying, that he was not 
born of a Virgin, but in the ordinary way of natural Genera- 

tion, and that he was no good Man, but a very ill Man, and 
agagreat Impoſtor. Both theſe ſorts of Adverſaries blaſpheme 
| and diſhonour him, and the ſecond fort eſpecially, they do 
it very ſpitefully and maliciouſly. Now the more other 
Men open their foul Mouths to blaſpheme and diſhonour 
him, we certainly ought the more to open our Mouths 'to _ | 
eonfeſs him, to confeſs his infinite Worth and Excellencies, |} 

to proclaim his Dignity and Glory, to defend his moſt righ- } 

| 
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teous Cauſe, and to wipe off all thoſe blaſphemous foul 
Aſperſions that are caſt upon him. Now is the proper Sea- 
ſon for us to open our Lips, and with our | 
Mouths to ſhew forth his Praiſe; to ſing forth Plal. 51. 15. 
the Honour of his Name, and to make his Praiſe Plal. 66. 2. | 
glorious ;, to declare his Doings among the Peo- IIa. 12. 4. 
ple, and to make mention that his Name is exalt- 
ed; and to make Heaven and Earth ring with his Praiſes. 
Now is the time to demonſtrate againſt the Infidels of this | 
degenerate Age, That Jeſus of Nazareth is 
the Womar'”s. Seed and Virgin's Son, the true Gen. 3. 15. 4 
Immanuel, that is, God with us, or God in ow Ila. 7. 14. | 
Nature, God incarnate, God manifeſt in the Mat. 1. 22, 23. 
Fleſh; That he is the Child that was to be 1 Tim. 3. 16, 
born, the Son that was. to be given, upon 
3 whoſe Shoulders the Government was to be, 
— and is; whoſe Name is called Wonderful, IIa. 9. 6. 
j Counſellor, the mighty God, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace: That he is the very | 
Perſon who as concerning the Fleſh, came of Rom. 9. ß. | 
K 2 
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. bhe Fathers, and beg al Gu bleſſed for euer. That the 


is the Prophet like unto Moſes, which (ac- 

Dank: 18. cording as. it was promiſed and foretold) God 

15, 18, 19. hath raiſed up unto his People, and unto whom 

we ought to hearken. That he is the Prieſt ac- 

Pſal.110.4. cording to the Order of Melchizedek, ordain'd 

with an Oath to be a Prieſt for ever, and to have 

If. 83. 5, no Succeſſor in his Office. The Prieſt that hath 

Wen. made his Soul an Offering for the Sins of his 

People; that hath born our Iniquities, and made 

Dan. 9. 24, Atonement for them. That he is the righteous 

25, 25. Branch raiſed up unto David, (according to Jere- 

Jer. 23. 5,6 miah's Prophecy) the King that reigns and proſ- 

pers, and executes Judgment and Juſtice on the 

Barth— whoſe Name is the Lord our Righteouſneſs, That he 
is God's holy one, whom (according to David's 

PC21.16. to, Prophecy ) he did not leave under the Power of 

114. — nor ſuffer to ſee Corruption; but ſhewed 
| him the Path of Life; and who is now in God's 


Preſence, where there is Fulneſs of Joy, and at God's right 


Hand, where there are Pleaſures for evermore. 
That he is the Stone which the Jewiſh Builders 
Pl. 118. 22. refus'd, but God hath own'd him by raiſing him 


from the dead, and hath made him the Head of 


the Corner, the living and life-giving, the bleſſed and glo- 
rious Head of the Corner. That he it is whoſe Hands and 

Feet the Unbelievers pierc'd ; whoſe Garments 
a 216, they parted amongſt them, and caſt Lots upon his 

1 Veſture; and yet notwithſtanding all that t 

did, or could do againſt him, the Ends of the World have re- 
membred and turned unto him, as their rightful Lord, and all 
the Kindreds of the Nations have worſhipped, they do and 
ſhall worſhip before him: For the Kingdom is his, and 


he is the Governour among the Nations. That he is the 


Perſon of whom David propheſied, that his Name 
Plal. 72.17. ſhall endure for ever; that 10 ith yinnon ſhemo 
his Name, ſhall be continued as long as the Sun; 


br as it is on the Margent, His Name ſhall be as a Son, Ge, 
and Men ſhall be bleſſed in him; all Nations {hall call him 


4 bleſſed, 
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bleſſed. . That he is that Perſon like unto the son 


of Man in Daniel's Viſion, to whom was given Dan, 7. 13s | 


Dominion and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all 14. 
People, Nations and Languages ſhould ſerve him; 
and whoſe. Dominion is gs and his Kingdom that 
which ſhall not be deſtroyed. In fine, that Jeſus | 

of Nazareth was declar d. to be the Son of God em. r. 4. 
with Power, by his Reſurreftion from the dead; I 1.88. 
and that he is ſet at God the Father's right Hand 21, 22. - 

in the heavenly Places, far above all Principality | 
and Power, and Might and Dominion, and every Name that 
come; and hath all things put under his Feet, and is giyen 
to be Head over all things to the Church. 

Iqhus ought we to reverence Feſus the Son of God, by 
ſpeaking well of him, by confeſſing with our Mouths all bis 
Per fections, Excellencies, - Dignities and Glories; and by 
proving. againſt Infidels, that all the great and glorious 
things which were propheſied of the e Meſſias. by Moſes and 
the Prophets, agree unto, and are fulfilled in Jeſus of Naza- 
reth; and that thereby it appears that he is the Son of God 
and the Son of Man, who was to come into the World to re- 
cover loft Sinners to the Grace and Favour of God, and to 


z 


ave them from their Sins, and deliver them from the 


Wrath to come. And it will not be difficult to prove this; 


For the Prophecies which I have alledg'd.out of the Old 


Teſtament, are the Words of God, even by the Infidel Jem: 
own Confeſſion : and therefore they muſt have been -ful-, 
filld in the Meſſias before this; becauſe the time ſet for the. 
coming of the Meſſias is evidently. elapſed above 1606, 
Yearsago ; witneſs Hen. 49. 10. Dan. g. 24, 25, 26. He. 2. , 
7, 8, 9. Mal. 3. 1. Mic. F. 2. But they were never yet ful- 


filld in any other than Jeſus of Nazareth, and in him they 


were fulflld : Therefore Jeſus of Nazareth, and 2h 
he only, is the true Chriſt the Son of God, that was See Zech. g. 
to come to fave God's People from Sin and 0. $1 5 
Wrath. Him then we muſt reverence by con- 1, 1d. & 
feſſing that all thoſe fore · mention'd, and many 13. 7. 
more great and glorious things were ſpoken of him, 


And the more Infidels diſhonour him by ſpeaking Ern of 
um 
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him, the more ſhould we honour and ma gnify him, by ſet- 
ting th his Praiſe; by ſhewing that he was the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd and incomparable Perſon, the beſt Man that e- 
ver trod upon the Earth; that he was the moſt divine Man; 
that he was © indo God-Man, and' that he brought the reat- 
eſt Glory to God, and did the moſt Good to Mankind that e- 
ver any did, yea more than any other could do, That when 
he lived in this World, he was always doing Good to all 
Men with whom he convers'd, and never did any Evil to a- 
ny Man: That he was the moſt perfect Pattern of Holineſs 
and Humility; that he ſpake as never Man ſpake, and did 
ſuch Works as never other Man did; that he did all things 
well; that always he did thoſe things that pleaſed his Father, 
and above all things ſought God's Glory and Man's Happineſs; 
and that now he 1s glorified with the Glory which he had 
with the Father before the World was. That he is the 
King of Glory, crown'd with Glory and Honour, far above 
all Principality and Power, and Might, and Dominion, and 
every Name that is named, not only in this World, but alſo 
in that which is to come. And that he will return again from 
Heaven with Power and great Glory, to judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs; and that then he will give glorious Rewards 
unto his Servants the Prophets, and to his Saints, and to the 
that fear his Name, ſmall and great. But he will deſtroy 
them that corrupt and deftroy the Earth. He will in fla- 
ing Fire take Vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not the Goſpel. He will execute Judgment upon all, 
| and convince all that are ungodly of all their 
Jude 14. 1. ungodly Deeds which they have wickedly com- 
mitted ; and of all their Tad Speeches, which 
ungodly Sinners have ſpoken againſt him, Thus do we re- 
verence God's Son, by ſpeaking well of him ; and yet when 
we have done our utmoſt, we can never ſpeak td well of him 
as he deſerves ; we can never praiſe him according to his ex- 
cellent Greatneſs, and fo as to ſhew forth all his Praiſe, but 
muſt confeſs that his glorious Name is exalted above all 
Bleſſing and Praiſe. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, We reverence Feſus the Son of God, 
by obſerving all his Goſpel-Ordinances and Inftitutions, and 
by obeying the Laws of his ſpiritual Kingdom 3 and this i * 

render 
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render him the Fruits of the Vine-yard. It is not enough- 
that we ſpeak well of him, but we muſt alſo through Grace 
do well; we muſt do what he bids us do: We commonly 
ſay that, Say well is good, but do well is better, and it is true in 
this Caſe. We indeed reverence the Son of God by 
ſpeaking well of him, when the Mouth fpeaks from the 
Heart ; but we reverence him more by doing what he bids us 
do, when we heartily obſerve his Orders and obey his Laws; 
and if we do not make Conſcience of obſerving his Orders, 


and obeying his Laws and Commandments ; it is to be ſuſpe- 


fed that our ſpeaking well of him is not from the Heart, but 
from the Teeth outward ; that all our good Words are but 
Words of Hypocriſie or Flattery, if not of down-right Mock- 
ery; and therefore Chriſt ſays in Luke 6. 46. Why call ye me. 
Lord, Lord, and do not the Things which I ſay ? i. e. why do 
ye pretend to reverence and honour me, as your Lord and 
Maſter, and yet make no Conſcience to do what I bid you? 
Our ſpeaking well of the Son of God, and confeſſing him to 
be our Lord and King, is no Sign that we reverence and ho- 
nour him as ſuch, unleſs we alſo do what he bids us, when 
Time and Place, and other Circumſtances require it. Su 
poſe a Courtier ſhould be much in ſpeaking good of the King, 
and ſhould ſpend much Time, and uſe many Words in prai- 
ſing him, and commending him as the moſt accompliſh'd 
Prince, and beſt Governor in the World; but yet ſhould 
daily by his Actions oppoſe his Authority, contradi& his 
Will, and break his good and righteous Laws; who could 
believe that ſuch a Courtier did really in his Heart reverence 
and honour the King, and not rather, for ſome baſe Ends, 
flatter him or mock him? Even fo it is to be fear'd that thoſe 
who are much in ſpeaking welt; of the Son of God, and in 
praiſing of his Perſon ; but withal do not obſerve his Orders, 
and obey his Laws; are ſo far from reverencing and honour- 
'ing him in their Hearts, that they do but flatter him with 
their Lips, whilſt they hate his Perſon, and deſpiſe his Au- 
thority, in their Hearts. Like thoſe People in Exel. 33.31; 
32. of whom it is written, that they heard the Prophet's 
Words, but they would not do them; for tho* with their 
Mouths they ſhewed much Love, yet their Heart went after 
their Covetouſneſs; They ſeem'd by their Words to have a 
1 | Reverence 
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Reverence and Love for the Prophet Exetiel, for they would 
praiſe him as a good Preacher; and yet for all that they did 
not really reverence and love him and his Prophecy in their 
Hearts; which we appear d by this, that they heard his 
Words but they would not do them; no, they had ſomething 
elſe to do, which they valued more; and therefore their 
Hearts went after that; it went after their Covetouſneſs. 
In like manner, 1/iah (29. 13.) complains of the hypocriti- 
cal Jews, that though they honour'd the Lord, with their 
Lips, yet at the fame time their Heart was removed far from 
him : And this he proves, becauſe thathowever they endea- 
vour'd to colour the Matter, yet they did not obſerve the 
Laws of God, but the Precepts of Men. And thus our Sa- 
viour plainly interprets the Prophet, as is to be ſeen in Mark 
7. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. whence we may well infer by 
Parity of Reaſon, that ſuch Chriſtian People as ſpeak well of 
Chriſt, and ſo honour him with their Lips; but will not ob- 
ferve his Inſtitutions, and obey his Commandments, their 
Hearts are far from him, they do not reverence and honour 
him in their Hearts. And as for that outward reverencing 
and honouring him by the good Words which proceed out of 
their Lips, it not coming from the Heart, it is but Flatte 
and Hypocriſie. And therefore what the Son of God fait | 
of loving him, the ſame I ſay of reverencing him; ye love me 
tee my Commandments, John 14. 15. ſo if ye reverence me 
keep my Commandments : for in truth, the loving of Chriſt 
and the reverencing of him are partly the ſame thing, in as 
Much as Reverence of him includes Love to him ; for there 
is a reverential Love, as well as a reverential Fear; and 
Chrift the Son of God being infinitely ſuperiour to us, our 
Love to him ought always to be reverential ; as on the other 
Hand our Reverence of him ought to be a loving and affe- 
Eonate Reverence. And ſo Chriſt may well ſay to us 
and in effect he doth ſay to us, If ye reverence me keep m 
Commandments. If ye reverence me as ye ought, with a 
loving, affectionate Reverence, keep my Commandments ; 
for if ye keep my Commandments the World will believe 
that ye love and reverence me; becauſe Obedience is both 
the Effe& and Evidence of Love and Reverence, of loving 
Reyerence, and of reverential Love. But if ye do not _ 
3 ut 


| | { $r 0 | * ; 
but break my Commindments, no Man will fee ſufficient 
Reaſon to convince him that ye either love me or reverence 
me; but they who obſerve your living in daily Diſobedience 
to my Commandments, will ſee too much Reaſon to make 
them think that you hate my Perſon, and flight my Autho- 
rity : And the plain Truth is, that Mens Living in the ha- 
bitual Neglect or Omiſſion of known Duty, and in the habi- 
tual Commiſſion of known Sin, is a certain Sign that they do 
not love but hate, that they do not reverence but {light and 
diſhonour the Son of God Chriſt Jeſus. Hence that in Rm. 
2: 23. Through breaking the Law thou diſhonoureſt Gd, 
as the Jem: dithonour'd God by breaking the Law of Moſes, | 
O Chriftians diſhonour Chriſt by breaking the Law of Chriſt. 
They ſhow too evidently, that they have a. lou Efteem for 
him in their Minds, that they are not well affected 7 
him in their Hearts, and that they do not ſincerely ſub) 
their Souls and Conſciences to him, and to his Authority: 
And they not only diſhonour him themſelves, but they alſo 
occaſion other Mens diſhonouring of him, as it is written, 
1 Tim. F. 14. that the Sins of profeſſing Chriſtians give occa- 
fion to the Adverſary to ſpeak reproachfully. And in Jam. 
2. 3. that by reaſon of the Sins of Profeſſors of the true Re- 
* ligion, the Infidels blaſpheme that worthy Name by which 
we are called. And again, 2 Pet. 2. 2. that by reaſon of 
chem the Way of Truth is evil ſpoken of. If then we would 
not be found guilty of ſlighting and diſhonouring the Son of | 
God, both by our ſelves and by others; and on the contra- 
ry, if we would be found in the Number of thoſe who truly | 
reverence' and honour him, we muſt from a Principle of 
Faith, Fear, Love and Humility, obſerve his Goſpel Orders, 
and obey his evangelical Law; for therein laſtly conſiſts our 
Reverence of him. Thus I have ſhewed at large, in five 
_ Particulars, wherein our reverencing of the Son of God con- 
' |} | fiſts, or what it is to reverence him, and how we are to re- 
verence him. | e F 


| APPLICATION. 
Now from all that hath been Gaid, 1 deduce a few pra 


ſtical Inferences; as, 
F * P. 7. it 
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* 1: If it be ſo that God hath ſent his Som as the laſt, and 
therefore the beſt and moſt effectual Means for the ſaving of 
' Toft Sinners of Mankind, then 

Mg (1.) We learn that God delighteth not in the 
Ezek. 33.11. Death and Deſtruction of Sinners, ſo much as 
f in their Life and Salvation upon their Faith and 
Repentance : For if he had ſo delighted in their Death and 
Deſtruction, he would never have uſed ſuch a Means to fave 
them from Sin and Deatetet nnn 
We learn that God beareth an hearty good Will to 


ſinful Men, and that he is really upon Terms of Peace with 


them, Luke 2. 14. for if it had not been ſo, he would never 
have ſent his Son to offer Peace to them by his Word, and 
to purchaſe Pence for them by his Blood, Alt 10. 36. 


| Col. 1. 20. | 191 ee TIS eien 
as (3-) We learn, that if God hath: ſo loved us 
Rom. g. 32. as not to ſpare his own” Son, but deliver him up 
N to Death for us, he will, with his Son freely 
give us all things that are neceſſary to our Salvation. He 
will alſo give us his Spirit to enable us to believe and repent, 


without which the Gift of his Son to redeem us, will be of 


15 Advantage unto us. But this Readineſs of God to give 
his Spirit untoall, to whom he offers his Son, and Life in 


him, by the preaching of the Goſpel, muſt be under ſtood of 


à Readineſs to give the Spirit together with the Word, in 
that Way which he hath revealed in the Word, to wit, in 
a Way of attending upon God in the due uſe of Means, in 
the way of hearing the Word, and praying for the Spirit, 
and of yielding to, and not wilfully reſiſting and rejecting 
the Motions of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 8. Prov. 1. 23, Lyke 11. 

rr eee ee e 
(A.) We learn that if any of thoſe Sinners to whom God 
ſent his Son, with Offers of Salvation, be not ſaved, it is 


. 


their own Fault, they are utterly inexcuſable, and their 


Blood will be upon their own Heads; becauſe they would 
not be ſaved in God's Way; tho' God's Son came to them, 


yet they would Rot come to him, that they might have 
ite, John 5, 34, 40. Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26, Rom. 10, 21. Act e 
2 . 4 46. 1 Theft 2. 10 16. L . of | 18 * Os. *, wt þ 
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his Son upon ſuch a Deſign, of Love, as to fave thoſe wha 
had deſerved nothing but to be deſtroy d; then ſurely we 
owe much Love and Thankfulneſs to God, who hath fo fręe- 
ly loved us, and expreſs'd his Love to us at ſuch a wonder, 
Rate. And if we do not love him, and be very thankful 
to him for his Love, and for ſuch. a rich Token of his Love, 
the Publicans, yea the brute Beaſis will riſe up in Judgmens - 
againſt us and condemn us, Mat, 5. 46. Iſa. 1. 3. O then let 
us love God who loved us firſt, 1 John 4. 19, who loved us 
when we were Enemies, and deſery'd to be hated and de- 
ſtroy'd, Rom. 5.8. who loved us ſo as to provide the moſt ex- 
cellent Means to ſave us from the greateſt Evil, and to pro- 
cure unto us the greateſt Good, Fohn 3. 16. Let us love 
him and be thankful to him; let us bleſs him for his So 
and for all the ſpiritual Bleſſings wherewith he hath bled 
us in him, Luke 1. 68, 69, 70. Eph. 1. 3. | 
2. If it be ſo as J have clearly proved, that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth is the Son of God, whom he hath ſent laſt upon ſuch 
a Deſign of Love to Mankind, and that ſuch Reverence is 
due to him, as aforeſaid, then let us give him an honoura- 
ble Reception, as the Son of God. Let us #kiſs the Son, 
Eſal. 2.12. Let us receive him with an unfeigned Faith, and 


embrace him with a reverential Love: Let us receive him 


with the higheſt Eſteem, with the greateſt Affection, with 
the humbleſt Submiſſion and Subjection, with the loudeſt 
Acknowledgments of his Praiſe and Acclamations of our 
Joy and Thankfulneſs, ſaying as it is written, Luke 19. 38, 
Bleſſed be the King (Jeſus the King) that cometh to us in the 
2 of the Lord; Peace in Heaven, and Glory in the higheſt, 
Let us receive him with a firm Reſblution throꝰ Grace to 

ſerve all his Orders, and to obey all his Laws, Let us be as 
willing to ſerve him as we are deſirous that he ſhould fave us; 


(let us ſerve him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all our Days; 


let us ſo ſerve him as to account his Service our Honour and 
Happineſs, our Pleaſure and our Delight; and in ſerying 
him let us have a tender Regard t HH Honour; let us care; 
fully avoid every thing that may diſpleaſe or difkgnour him, 


or cauſe others to diſhanour him; and let it be our conſtant 
Deſire and Endeavour to promote his Intereſt, to defend his 


Cauſe, 


\ * 


4 
1 


Lay with them in Rev. F. 11 12. Worth 
to rereivr Power 5 Riches, and lem, and 


and Honour, and Glory, and Rleſſmy. And to all the Gloty 


= and Dignity which he doth poſſeſs, let all our Hearts and 
| a and lay Amen, | | 


th. * 
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